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NAMES OF THE CHARACTERS IN 
THIS NOVEL. 


Sir William Hinchinbrooke, Baronef, 
Mr. Hinchinbrooke, his Son. 


at 


Mr. Forbes, a young Gentleman. 


Mr. Jacomb his Friend. 


Bampfield, a Clerk to Mr. Middleton, 


Ben, e oh 


97 


Miſs Hinchinbreoke 5 Daughter, 


Mrs. Middleton, Wife to Mr. Middleton, 
Miſs Polly Middleton her Daughter. 
Miſs Sukey Thornby, Niece to Mrs. 
© Middleton, 


Betty, Maid to Mrs. Middleton. 
An old Nurſe, 
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HAT pity it is, Mr. 

Bampfield, that you hand- 

| ſome young fellows ſhould have no 

more conſcience than to ruin every 

girl that is caſt in your way? 
It cuts me to the very heart when I — 
reflect on your laſt piece of gallan- i 
try, as you call it; but I believe no 1 
one elſe would give it ſo ſoft a name. 7 
As Oh 0 
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(Oh ho! /:h1ught Mr. Middleton 
to himſelf } have I caught you, Mr. 
Bamp field -A very pretty bu- 
ſineſs, truly, to ſteal up into the 
nurſery to corrupt the maids.— [I 
no longer wonder at Betty's fineſſe: 
but the converſation is intereſting, 
and I will attend to it. 


BAMPFIELD. 


Vo are very ; AE. vi Betty; 
but what young fellow coald have 


n 


reſiſted ſo great a temptation ? — 
Miſs Sukey i is a ſweet girl ; — and 
with the fame witchcraft even an 


anchorite would have been en- 
tangled. a0 
(Mr. Middleton was thocked a 


the mention of his niece's name; — 
N but 
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but he recollected there were more 

Sukeys in the world, and renewed 

his attention.) | 
BETTY. 

But do you conſider the diſgrace 
you will bring on the family; for 
my part I hate to be the meſſen ger 
of ill news, or my maſter ſhould 
long ſince have been made acquaint- 
ed with all I know of the matter, — 
O, Mr. Bampfield 7 exclaimed ſhe, 
with a pity moving accent t) if I had 
but been; worthy to have been let 


into your deſigns: before they were 


accompliſhed, Miſs Thornby, poor 
ſoul, ſhould have been 2 from 
deſtruction. 

(Ar. Middleton, who giſtinely 
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_ overheard every ſyllable of at leaſt 
chis laſt ſpeech, was no longer able 
to contain himſelf, — Wretch, re- 
peated he, and is it thus you have 
abuſed ! — 

A table that happened to ſtand in 
his way, was overſet in his rage, 
and moſt fortunately retarded him 
from breaking into the nurſery be- 
fore Bampfield had conveyed himſelf 
off the premiſſes, or the conſequence 
might have been fatal. 

MX. MIDDLE TON. 

Viper! villain ! (throwing him- 
{elf into a chair) —O tell me, Betty, 
/ in an agony of paſſion and affettion } 
— tell me all the particulars of our 


diſgrace. —— My poor dear wife 


will never ſurvive it. 3 
| | BETTY. 
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BETTY. 

My good Sir, endeavour to com- 
poſe yourſelf. — No one is privy 
to this ſhocking affair but myſelf — 
the world indeed would proclaim 
it to the four corners, if once it 
was to tranſpire, but it is as yet 
in your power to prevent its malice 
however. | 
Ms. MIDDLETON. 
| You are a judicious girl, Betty; — 
but the trumpet, I ſhall never en- 
dure the fight of ber; — and per- 
haps the fellow may not be willing 
to marry her, if my wife ſhould 
even think that ſome reparation. 

BETTY. 
Q dear, Sir, never fear Mr. Bamp- 
A 4 | field; 
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field ; — he has been a little un- 
thinking indeed ; — but I am cer- 
tain he would comply with any 
meaſures for the peace of your 
tamily. 

Mr. MIDDLETON. 

He has fled my houſe, and too 
probably, before he can know I 
wiſh to heal our wounded honour, 
will have divulged the whole affair: 
La pretty addition it would be to 


my conſequence in the city— 


Uncle! to a ſtrumpet ? 
- BETFDY. 8 
- Bleſs me, Sir, how harſh you 
are: — and yet if you was to look 
into many families that at preſent 
hold their heads Bu high, you 


would 
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would find them equally tardy, 
A misfortune of this kind i is actually 
nothing if duly concealed. It hap- 
pens daily among your people « of 
faſhion, and. no more is thought of 
R3— is only your low bred 
folks and fools that make ſuch a 


heavy buſtle. N 
Mx. MIDDLETON. 
People of faſhion, Betty; — it is 


but poor conſolation to talk of peo- 
ple of faſhion; ; what are they to— 
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but my wife — it will cruſh her to 
pieces : : — ſuch attention as ſhe 
paid to the girl's morals : ſuch an 


example of virtue as ſhe has proved 
to her, and ſo nice a ſenſe as ſhe en- 
tertains of honour, it is a fatal ſtab 
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for us both. — I muſt ſend for the 
dear woman home. 
Mr. Middleton called for pen and 
ink; but he had not ſo much 
command of himſelf as to be able 
to write any other than an alarming 
and incoherent epiſtle to his dear 
wife, requeſting her return with 
that wretch, that boſom ſerpent, 
her niece. 
(When Ben prefented himſelf to 
his maſter, and beheld his coun- 
tenance, he was greatly ſurprized 
at the horror and perplexity of it.) 
Mz. MIDDLETON. 
Ben, I think I may rely on your 
fidelity and afteQion ; — a terrible 
* I cannot ſay has juſt 
befallen 
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befallen me; but the knowledge 
of it reached me only laſt night: 
— my Wife's niece, Ben. — I ſee 


your aſtoniſhment : — Yes, Sukey 


Thornby has been ruined by that 
vile Bampfield. | 
Ben for once ſtood not in need of 
diſſimulations aid.— His jaw fell, — 
his voice faultered ; and his maſter 
thought he could never ſufficiently 
eſteem the good creature, who took 
ſuch amazing ſhare in his intereſt 
and reputation. 
©} BEN. 
„ And what — and what, Sir, 
do you propoſe to do?“ 
Ma. MIDDLETON. | 
The honour of my family, Ben, 
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1 „ 
is moſt dear to me; — I muſt either 
ſend her abroad, or —— 

BEN. 


What an unfortunate affair it is? 
(Now that I am commiſſioned 
by a man of fortune, ) the gentle- 
man Miſs Corbet brought to Hack- 
ney; you muſt remember, maſter, 
what a pretty gentleman he was, to 
treat with you for your conſent to 
become your nephew. 
Mz. MIDDLETON. 

Ben, Ben, do not aggravate my 
ſufferings ;— ſhe is both a lewd and 
a wicked wretch; and we muſt 


abide by the miſery of it: — that 


Iriſhman, that Iriſhman,—ſhe is all 
her father, Ben. 
Ben 


* 
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Ben made two or three very hard 
puſhes, in order to diſcover his 
maſter's reſolution; but to no pur- 
poſe: — rage or lamentations were 
all the old gentleman was capable 
of uttering. He therefore ſought 
Mrs. Betty, in hopes to learn by 
her means, by what ſtrange fatality 
this miſchief had befallen him z=—== 
but Bampfield had not ſo ill- con- 
certed his plan, as to leave her un- 
prepared for his interrogations. 

Mrs. Betty affected equal igno- 
rance with himſelf, and hinted that 
to be ſure ſomething more had 
paſſed between Miſs Sukey and Mr. 
Bam pfield, than they were ac- 
quainted with, which had by ac- 

cident 
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cident tranſpired ; — but as they 
were happily out of the meſs, ſhe 
thought they had great reaſon to be 
thankful. | 

As to Bampfield he played leaſt 
in fight, but ſent a direction to Mr. 
Middleton's, where he might be 
heard of, and moſt impatiently wait- 
ed the event. 

Mrs. Middleton no ſooner re- 
ceived her letter, than ſhe was 
thrown into the utmoſt conſterna- 
tion. It conveyed not a ſingle item 
of the buſineſs, but was apparently 
dictated by diſtreſs and reſentment. 
But notwithſtanding it contained a 
ſtrict injunction to be no leſs ſecret 
as to the cauſe, than expeditious in 

| her 
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her return, ſhe could not refrain 
from attacking her niece, with all 
the virulence of her nature, before 
the whole company. 


Mxs. MIDDLET ON. 


1 beg, Mrs. Sukey, / throwtng 


the letter at her } you will pleaſe 
to help me to a key to the con- 
tents. — Muſt I be obliged to quit 


a place where I have enjoyed ſo much 


ſatisfaction, for your tricks? I am 
ſatisfied poor dear Mr. Middleton 
would never have loaded you with 
ſuch opprobrious epithets, without 
adequate provocation. —— Speak, 
thou monument of ingratitude, to 
the beſt and tendereſt of relations.. 
Mrs, Middleton had time to work 
herſelf 
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berſelf into the moſt outrageous 
fury, before ber niece was capable 
of making the leaſt reply. — Mr. 
Middleton has bit you off Sh an 
appellation, — thou wretch, thou 
moſt unworthy of wretches. 
Ee WILLIAM. | 

My good friend, do not be pre- 
mature in your reſentment: — aſto- 
nichment, not gilt, if 1 have 3 any 
diſcerameat, prevents Miſs Thorn- 
by from anſwering your demands « on 
her. Compoſe yourſelf, and do 
you, my ſweet girl, endeavour to 
recollect if any action of your life, 
either from misfortune or miſrepre- 
ſentation, can have expoſed you to 
your uncle's W There 
muſt 
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muſt be ſome foundation for Mr. 
Middleton's proceedings; but whe-. 
ther true or falſe, you are the beſt 
judge. I offer you my aſſiſtance, 
protection, and interceſſion ; we are 
all born to error, and ought there- 
fore at all times to be tenderly diſ- 
poſed towards a fallen friend or ſiſ- 
ter; — but 1 am convinced you 
can have taken no ſtep „ but what 
may be eaſily retrieved. 
Miss THORNBY. | 
O, Sir! (with the utmoſt an- 
guiſh of aſpect) I fear I have been 
too imprudent to avail myſelf of 
your goodneſs and condeſcenſion; 
— have indeed, on one occaſion, 
taken ſome very improper, nay 
un- 
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unpardonable ſteps, and as they are 
the only unworthy part of my 
conduct, I cannot be miſtaken : 


— my uncle has undoubtedly diſ- 
covered ſufficient ground for his 
reſentment. 

(Mrs. Middleton was now irri- 
tated beyond all bounds.) 

Mas. MIDDLETON. 

Get out of my fight, thou imp, 
thou ſcandal to my family, — 1 
ſuppoſe you have gone and mar- 
ried ſome low fellow or other. 
(Young Hinchinbrooke fat aghaſt) 
I had flattered myſelf that, as Sir 


William ſuggeſted, the matter 
might turn out but trifling. —— 
Fly mie, (exclaimed ſhe, in a fu- 
rious 


Hiſtory of SUKEY THORNBY. 19 


rious accent) or I ſhall tear you 
to pieces. 

Lady Hichinbrooke was both 
ſhocked and grieved at Mrs. 
Middleton's violence. My dear 
child, faid ſhe to Miſs Thornby, 
in the moſt compaſſionate terms, 
your ſenſibility and ingenuouſneſs 
deſerved a better return : — retire, 
my love, — I will inform you 
when this firſt guſt is over, 

Aye do, my Lady, cried Mrs. Mid- 
dleton, (as her niece left the room} 
do with your far fetched notions of 
charity, perſuade the girl, that due 
diſpleaſure in her relations, is more 
blameable than her vile indiſcre- 


tions. 


Sin 


20 EN Os, THE, , 
Sis WILLIAM. = 
sed. Mrs. Middleton, you are 
very much to blame on this oc- 
caſion; — the gentleneſs of your 
niece's diſpoſition, and the delicacy 
of her conſtitution, ought to ſecure 
her from ſuch boiſterous treatment. 
Mas. MIDDLETON. 

I dont love, Sir, to make ill- 
returns for favours received; — but 
I am very unfit for all converſation, 
and muſt beg you will immediately 
take me over to Bath, that I may be 
ready to pay proper regard to my 
huſband's requeſt to-morrow morn- 


ing. 7 
Siz WILLIAM. 


Lou have already violated one part, 
my dear madam, by the ungoverna- 
| bleneſs 
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bleneſs of your diſpoſition ; you 
cannot then be off-nded, if I intreat 
you to wave another, from huma- 
nity. — Do You purſue. your journgy 
as ſoon as you pleaſe, but allow is 
Thornby to remain under my care 
for ſome little time to col ne, — I 
will be anſwerable to my old friend 
for every conſequence of your com- 
plance. ; 

Mas. MIDDLETON. | 

You muſt excuſe me, Sir 
William, (returned the lady with 
great acrimony) puniſhment, not 


indulgence, ought and ſhall be her 
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portion; all your eloquence on this 
ſubject would prove ineffectual; 
our K ſhall be broken, 

before 
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before I would break Mr, Middle- 


ton's commands. 
Sis WILLIAM. 

You are uncommonly tenacious, 
Madam, but the ſeverity of your 
intention, however inconvenient to 
myſelt, ſhall be mitigated. — A trip 

to town, my dear, (addreſſing her 
| Ladyſhip) will do us no harm; and 
as our own horſes are not accuſtom- 
ed to the expedition, Mr. Middle- 
ton requires, we will inſtantly ſend 
and engage two machines fot our 
conveyance. 5 
Mrs. Middleton found it to no 
pur poſe to oppoſe this reſolution; 
and conſidering herſelf as very 
roughly dealt by, ſhe pouted, 

and 
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and was ſilent for the whole even- 
ing. 

In vain did young Hinchinbrooke 
and his ſiſter endeavour to ſooth the 
lovely afflicted girl: the only pro- 
ſpect of happineſs that remained 
for her, replied ſhe, was ſinking 
into the , grave, never more to be 
remembered. 

Mx. HINCHINBROOKE. 

Do not, my dear Miſs Thornby, 
torture me ſo unmercifully: — no 
misfortune can have befallen you, 
but what the intereſt and interpo- 
ſition of my family may redreſs. — 
my fortune, my life, ſhould be 
employed to deliver you from ſuf- 
fering, My father and mother be- 

hold 
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hold you with the higheſt appro- 
bation, and introduced me with 
a view of giving themſelves, by my 
means, a relationſhip to your merit. 
On my part, their utmoſt wiſh has 
been accompliſhed. — My fiſter, —- 
my actions, — can bear me witneſs 
how tenderly I have been attached 
to you, notwithſtanding I have 
hitherto forborne the profeffion of 


it, from the apprehenſion of throw- 
ing you again into reſerve : — and 


can you, my ſweet friend, reſolve to 
diſappoint the hopes of thoſe people 
you appear lo greatly to approve ? 
and talk of the grave as the only 
eligible place to ſhelter yourſelf from 


a little turbulent treatment ? — 
would 


1 
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— would you, to avoid the pe- 


tulance and reſentment of your re- 


lations, involve a whole family in 


the deepeſt affliction? 
Miss T HORN BV. 


There wanted but this addition to 


my miſery, to make it compleat.— 

O, Sir! if I had never been ac- 

quainted with your merit, or had 

known it two years ſooner, my heart 

tells me all would have been well. 
Ms. HINCHINBROOKEE, 


All ſhall, all muſt be well, un- 


leſs you are determined on the con- 


trary. — I will inſtantly intreat my 
father to apply for Mr. Middleton's 
conſent, and we will never part until 
the ſtorm is perfectly blown over. 

Vor. III. B Miss 
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Miss HINCHINBROOEE. 

Do, my dear girl, (kindly taking 
her hand) do be propitious to my 
brother's requeſt; — ſo much de- 
licacy, tenderneſs, and integrity can 
never dwell in a vicious boſom : — 
and as to error, who is exempt 
from it? 


Miss THOR NBY, 

Jam the unhappieſt creature liv- 
ing; and utterly unworthy your 
friendſhip and approbation. 

Miſs Hinchinbrooke, on receiving 
an intimation from her brother to 
withdraw, faid the had no doubt 
but Mr. and Mrs. Middleton would 
be overcome by her father and mo- 
ther's mediation ; and their diligence 


to 
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to effect a reconciliation might be 
relied on ; — and added ſhe, with 
affected ſprightlineſs, I will go and 
reconnoitre the parties ; and who 
knows but I may be enabled to make 
a favourable report ? 

Mr. Hinchinbrooke now redoubled 
his intreaties for Miſs Thornby's 
ſanction, to apply to her uncle in 
his favour, — I am aſtoniſhed, cried 
he, at my own forbearance and de- 
lay ; — but I was too happy in the 
enjoyment of your company and 
converſation, to remember it was 
liable to interruption : — had I pro- 
perly exerted myſelf, in all proba- 
bility this neceſſity for returning to 
London had never occurred. 

| "Bo On 
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On Miſs Thornby's aſſuring him 
that he had nothing to charge him- 
ſelf with; for that her fate had 
been fixed, though not proclaimed, 
before ever ſhe viſited Somerſet- 
ſhire — he looked a little wildly. 


Ma. HINCHINBROOKE. 

Your language is dreadiully alarm- 
ing; — but I cannot comprehend 
your meaning: — fixed ! — what 
fate was fixed ? — Tell me all, Mits 
Thornby. 

Miss T HORNBY. 

It concerns me greatly, to find the 
explanation n hurt you, how- 
ever neceſſary to be done; — 
but if Miſs Hinchinbrooke will 
: give me leave, I will diſcloſe the 


par- 


Hiſtory of SUKEY THORNBY.. 29 


particulars to her, and her com- 


munication to you on the ſubject. 


Mz. HINCHINBROOKE. 

41 will not be referred to any other 
being: — if your affections are but 
unengaged, I have nothing to fear ; 
ſpeak my dear madam, only to that 
one point at preſent, for on that 


alone 1s all my happineſs dependant. 
Miss THORNBY. 


My affeQions, Sir, are free, — - 
at leaſt from thoſe ties that inevi- 
tably bind down —— 

Mrs. Middleton now burſt into 
the apartment; — Where is this 
undutiful niece ? — I will never 
again loſe ſight of her until we ar- 


rive in London — the fomenters 
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of rebellion, ſurely, caſting an 
ugly glance on Mr. Hinchin- 
brooke, are as criminal as the re- 
bellious. 

This was a moſt cruel inter- 
ruption, in the young gentleman's 
opinion; — nor indeed could Miſs 
Thornby by any means rejoice in 
it. She wiſhed to have related her 
own ſtory, as ſhe could not but 
flatter herſelf that every circum- 
ſtance would be rather ſoftened, 
than aggravated, by the juſtneſs of 
her repreſentation. 

In a few hours afterwards they 
all went to Bath, — and Mrs. Mid- 
dleton, in ſpite of all perſua- 
ſion and friendly oppoſition, would 

inſiſt 
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inſiſt on having her niece in the 
ſame carriage with herſelf all the 
way to town; — conſequently the 
journey was gloomy, and to the 
laſt degree unſatisfactory. 


— —— 1 — — — 


CHAP. XX: A 
REN, during theſe tranſa&tions, 


was not idle; he wrote to 


Hounſlow to beg an interview with 
Mr. Forbes, who received andobeyed 
his ſummons in the ſame inſtant. 
BEN. 
The whole houſe (when he ſaw 
Mr. Forbes agreeable to ap- 
pointment) is in an uproar, and 
what may be the conſequence it 
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is impoſſible to ſay ; — Bamp- 
field has confefled an intrigue be- 
tween him and Miſs Thornby, who, 


I believe, is as innocent as —— 


Ma. FORBES, 
The wretch ! — and does he ſur- 
vive the vile and unjuſtifiable 
ſlander? — bring me but to him, 


and he ſhall retract his words. 
BEN. 


Why look you, maſter, (with 
great appearance of ſagacity) what- 
ever chaſtiſement he may merit at 
your hands, it would but little avail 
you to beſtow it; — I think I can 
penetrate the depth of his fine 
ſchemes. He knows my maſ- 
ter is warm, and has a nice ſenſe 


of 
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of honour—and I do ſuppoſe hopes, 
by aſperſing Miſs Thornby's cha- 
racter, to obtain her for a wife, 
and a good fortune into the bar. 
gain. — I plainly ſee, Sir, that 
ſhe will ſpeedily be either his 
wife or yours; and I do think 
the latter would be the moſt for 
her happineſs and advantage. 


Ms. FORBES. 

Thou art an honeſt fellow, Ben, 
and your aſſiſtance is all I aſk; and 
I need not repeat how great a re- 
ward ſhould be the conſequence 
of my ſucceſs : — could you not 


introduce me to Mr. Middleton ? 
BEN, 


I will try for it, maſter, — but I 
35 have 
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have ſome private reaſons for not 
appearing too much in the affair. 


IT atk A. 

Ben, on his return home, found 
Mrs. Betty impatiently wait- 
ing his arrival, to have ſome con- 
verſation with him. 


BETTY. 
You muſt be ſenſible, Ben, that: 


you have neither treated Mr. Bamp- 
field nor myſelf as we might have 
expected; we are, nevertheleſs wil- 
ling to overlook all that is paſt, 
provided you will join hands with 
us for the future; the mine you 
perceive 1s already ſprung ; only da 
you do your part, and all muſt 
come Tound to our intereſt and fa- 
tisfaftion: BEN. 
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BEN. 
I dont underſtand you, miſtreſs 


Betty; nor have I any idea of 
Bampfield's views: — I think he 
might have conſulted me on the 
occaſion, My judgment I believe 
is at leaſt equal to his. 


BETTY. 

Indeed, Ben, there is no knowe- 
ing what to make of you of late; 
you uſed to. propoſe our coming 
together, but not a word of the 
kind now eſcapes your lips. Peo- 
ple ought to have an eye to their 
own intereſt, however diſregarded 
by others, or well diſpoſed to that 
of their neighbours ;; — and you 
muſt not take it ill, if I tell you, 
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that I have at this juncture an op- 
portunity of ſettling myſelf to ad- 
vantage; nor, unleſs you mean to 
marry me yourſelf, can you wiſh to 
be my hindrance. 
This was muſic to Ben's ears; 
he had long conſidered Mrs. Betty 
as an incumbrance, but knew not 
how, handſomely, to ſhake her off. 
Mrs. Betty, who watched the 
turn of his countenance, ſoon per- 
ceived the pleaſure ſhe had given 
him; — and notwithſtanding ſhe 
really wiſhed for a releaſe, the pride 
of her heart was deſperately wound- 


ed by this proof of her little conſe- 


quence to him ; — ſhe had intended 


to have conducted the matter with 


great 
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great temper ; but, thus provoked, 


who could contain themſelves ? 


BELLY. 
You are both a ſcandalous and 


an ungrateful fellow ; — and is 
this the fruit of all your proteſ- 
tations, to part with me ſo unre- 
luctantly? — You are not now, 
it ſeems, like the drowning man, 
nor am I any longer neceſſary to 


your convenience or happineſs. 
BEN. 


Silly fool, — what can I propoſe 
under my preſent circumſtances? — 
And fo you look on the higheſt 
mark of diſintereſtedneſs and gene- 
roſity, as neglect and diſregard; 
— you tell me it is now in your 

power 
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power to fix yourſelf advantage- 
ouſly; — and would you have me, 
as a proof of my affection, be an 
impediment ? — No; though if I 
had the means of providing for you 
I would prefer you to all women ; 
yet I will ſhew you, that if you 
can be happy with another, I can 
conquer myſelf, and even give away 
what I moſt wiſh to receive. 
BETTY. 

You are the ſlyeſt and moſt de- 
ceitful wretch in the whole uni- 
verſe; dont I know now that you 
are glad at your heart to get rid of 
me, for all you can gloſs it over 
with ſuch fine pretences? — It is 


Pity but your maſter knew you as 


well 
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well as I do; — you would {ell 
your neareſt and deareſt friend for 
a ſingle groat, if that groat could 


procure you any particular grati- 
cation. | 


BEN. 

Your: fervant, miſtreſs Betty; 
but you know I am a man of 
temper, and can bear all your in- 
vectives; but to deal no longer in 
the language of my betters, I muſk 
tell you, you are a very impudent 
huſſy, to provoke a man in this 
manner, that has you ſo much in 
bis power; — what kind of figure 
would you make, think you, if 
your Hackney tranſactions were to 
be brought upon the carpet? 

BETTY. 
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I would rather expoſe all myſelf, 
fin a violent rage) than be obliged 
to ſuch a fellow as you for keeping 
it ſecret. — Ben, Ben, a thief at the 
gallows is a better mortal than a 


hypocrite, though poſſeſſed of his 


maſter's ear as you are. 


" BEN. 

Make it up you fool ; make it up 
if you are wiſe you are now only 
venting your ſpleen on your own 
head : — if young Hinchinbrooke 
once pets to the bottom of this 
affair, good bye to every expectation 
from Bampfield. 

BETTY. 
Well, well, (ſoftening her accent) 
you 


2 
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you know how to gain your point ; 
but, indeed, it is a raſcally action, 
after all your 


1 


| BEN. 

Remember Hackney, Mrs. Betty— 
if people would but caſt an eye to 
their own faults, when they ſo vio- 
lently attack their neighbour's fail- 
| ings, they would be inſtantly fi- 
lenced : — you may tell Bampfield, 
that however he may have out-run 
me in this affair, I ſhall not prove 
his enemy, if I find he has one ſpark 
of gratitude. 

„ * „ * 

Mr. Middleton was traverſing his 
dining room in great agitation, when 
the whole company from Bath ar- 
rived, Mr. 
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Mr. Middleton, for the firſt time, 
ſternly rebuked his wife, for be- 
traying the honour of her family, 
declaring that ſtroke was ſeverer to 
him than all he had met with. 

Sir William and Lady Hinchin- 
brooke were greatly chagrined at 
this abrupt declaration. 

SIR WILLIAM. 

I muſt, however I may incur the 
imputation of impertinence, take 
upon me to exculpate Mrs. Mid- 
dleton, with reſpe& to this viſit : 
ſhe moſt reluctantly permitted us to 
attend her ; but I had the vanity to 
flatter myſelf, that my preſence, or 
aſſiſtance, might be ſerviceable, at 
leaſt my ſecrecy renders me in no 

| | degree 
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degree a dangerous intruder : — but 
I find I have miſtaken a ſuperficial 
approbation for friendſhip, and, in-. 


ſtead of a mitigator, ſhall be conſi- 
dered as an aggravator of your mor- 
_ tification, 

Mr. Middleton, notwithſtanding 
the high flight his regard for the 
honour of his family had ſurprized 
him into, had a very ſincere af- 
fection and reſpect for Sir William; 
he therefore, in accents of diſtreſs 
and anguiſh, beſought him to forgive 


his petulance, and place it to its due 
account. One misfortune, ſaid he, 
is ever productive of another; and, 
but too probably, the deſtruction of 


that girl's virtue, may be the de- 
ſtruction 
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ſtruction of our long continued 
friendſhip likewiſe. 

Every one preſent were ſhocked, 
m a much greater degree, by this 
ſpeech, than the lovely object at 
which it was levelled. :- Conſci- 


ous innocence is 2 never-failing 


fa pport. 


Miss THOR NBY. 
I know not how it is, Sir, that 
I am enabled to intreat an expla- 


nation of your conduct and expreſ- 


fions ; — that I have been very in- 
diſcreet, I neither deny nor attempt 
to palliate, but every idea of. cri- 
minality is ſo foreign to my heart, 
that I need not diſclaim the actual 
practice. 1475 


1 


SIR 
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Sis WILLIAM. 
Mr. Middleton—preſuming on the 


ſincerity of your acknowledged at- 
tachment, I will be bold to fay, 
that Miſs Thornby's claim is incon- 


teſtable ; you owe her, at leaſt, the 


juſtice of an explanation, nay, ſhe 


ought to have received it previous to: 


all ſeverity. 
Ma. MIDDLETON. 


I have to premiſe, that it is my 


opinion, if the fact ſhould be 
proved, that the only reparation 
that the diſhonourer, or the diſho- 
noured, can make my wite and I, 


is patching up a ſpeedy union, and 
preventing the world's malice from 


burſting forth. 
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SIR WILLIAM. 
We will talk of that by and by, 


only give us the merits —— 

Mr. Middleton ſtarted haſtily 
from his ſeat, and called Mrs, Betty 
from an adjoining apartment. 

Miſs Thornby, notwithſtanding 


the teſtimony of a good conſcience, 


and the full perſuaſion ſhe had 
long cheriſhed, that every thing 
was diſcovered between Bampfield 
and her, was not able to ſupport 

the fight of an accuſer, who had 


led her into the very crime ſhe then 


appeared to convict her of; — but 


fainting away, gave a very unfa- 
vourable impreſſion to many of the 


of 
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of the room; — and Miſs Hinch- 
inbrooke, having more tenderneſs 
than curioſity, (a very uncommon 
inſtance in a young Lady) inſiſted 
on attending her. 

Mrs. Betty, with a hardineſs that 
diſgraced the female character, gave 
her evidence; and aſſured the com- 
pany an the concluſion, that ſhe 
verily believed Mr. Bampfield did 
not deceive her with reſpect to his 
anxiety at Miſs Thornby's conti- 


nuing in the country; as he appre- 


hended ſomething very diſagreeable 


would be the conſequence; that 
it was his tender concern for the 
young lady's ſafety and reputation 
alone, that had extorted the ſecret 

from 
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from him; — that he had intreated 
her to prevail on Miſs Thornby, 
by letter, to fulfil his earneſt re- 
queſt of marrying him before her 
circumſtances were known, and 
propoſed, it ſhe would have con- 
ſented, to have met her at Bath, 


— 


and had the ceremony performed; 
— but they never received any an- 
ſwer, and were almoſt at their wit's 
end when their maſter diſcovered 
the affair. 

Mrs. Middleton was with difficulty 
reſtrained from flying out of the 


room, to pull the wretch to pieces 
had ſhe lived to ſee a ſtrumpet in 

her family 3 But ſhe knew what 
was to be expected from Iriſh blood, 
and 
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49 
and was aſtoniſhed ſhe ever had 
been brought to cheriſh it: — 
the world would ſee the 88 
in her Polly. 

Sir William confeſſed himſelf 
prodigiouſly ſurpriſed and affected 


by the relation; — and Betty was 
diſmiſſed. 


StR WILLIAM. 

It is certainly, my old friend, a 
very heavy calamiis, bat do not let 
it receive additional weight from 
your want of judgment. The pub- 
lic is a ſevere and clamorous tri- 
bunal, and we ſhould as much as 
poſſible avoid appearing before it. 


If you can but reſtrain the vio- 


lence of your own reſentment, the 
Vor. III. 3 © cry 


be ſcrutinized, the kind « "hs 
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cry at Worſet will not be fo hard 


azainſt you. You may perhaps 
imagine that the crime alone will 
be the object of every one's atten- 


tion; — but believe me, an inqui— 


ſitive public will never. gp there: 


the education of Miſs" mY T4 


has been accuſtomed to le E. cloſef 
canvaſſed; — and you will find in 
the end, that when they are ſatisfied 
with tearing the poor thing to 
pieces, they will fall with dle 
violence on you; and, in order to 
aggravate the injuries! Miſs Thornby 
has ſuſtained, add the ſting of un- 
availing and inſolent compaſſion .— 
they would find out, that had the 
pretty 
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pretty creature been undeprived of 
her parents, ſhe might have made a 
figure in life; — but that ſhe had 
neither precept, example, nor good 
company, to derive advantage from : 
— then how could ſhe ſee her dan- 


ger? — buried alive ; — reduced to 


the neceſſity of converſing with ſer- 
vants, and having a handſome inſi- 
nuating fellow for ever in her way; 
no wonder ſhe was undone ; — then 


would your little innocent girl come 


in for her ſhare of reflection, from 


being deemed the cauſe of your 
neglecting your niece ; — and the 
whole wound up with the cruelly 
inſulting hope, that you might not 
be repaid your want of attention to 
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Miſs Thornby, in her diſobedience 
and tranſgreſſions. ; 

This, my dear Mr. and Mrs. Mid- 
dleton, is the language of the world, 
but friendſhip and humanity aſſume 


a a ſofter key; nor would they once 


look beyond the evil, but to ſeek a 
mitigation of it. You muſt forgive 
me, Mrs. Middleton, if I again un- 
dertake the cauſe of youth. Belet 
by a complication of temptations, as 
well interior as exterior, eaſy of 
belie/, and unſuſpicious in their own 
natires, many a well inclined heart 
has been led aſtray.— I do not mean 
to give another name to guilt ; but 


weuld call in every extenuating cir- 


_cumſtznce to leſſen the weight of 


it ; 
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it; and if I am not greatly deceived 
in Miſs Thornby, ſhe ſtill merits 
our compaſſionate conſideration. — 
I have almoſt done, Madam, and 


then you may giye vent to your too 


viſible objections; many baſe arts 


may have been practiſed to enſnare 
her, which ſhe herſelf perhaps, by 
this time, perceives with due horror: 
if this ſhould be the caſe, ſhe can- 
not ſubmit to unite herſelf to a 
known betrayer. Should ſhe really 
be in the condition that woman 
inſinuated, I own ſomething ought 
to be done, otherwiſe it is my 
opinion that ſhe ſhould be al- 
loived to follow her own inclina- 
tions, Pld By 
Go MS. 
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Mxs. MIDDLETON. 

What, to remain a ſtrumpet ? — 
I wender, Sir William, you will 
dare to affront a family by ſuch a 
propoſition. 

SIR WILLIAM. 

And can Mrs, Middleton have 
imbibed that vulgar error, that 
matrimony can heal a breach of 
chaſtity ? — I could almoſt bluſh 
for every propagator of ſo heterodox 
an opinion; believe me, madam, 
Miſs Thornby's becoming this 
man's wife could not recall the 
Paſt ; and the only advantage ma- 
trimony could now be. of, exclu- 
five of giving the unborn a legal 
claim to protection, would be ena- 

| bling 
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bling him, to abuſe an unhappy 
victim to the end of her life, for 


her literally miſplaced confidence. 


Mszs. MIDDLETON. 
She ſhall either marry him or 


turn out into the ſtreet, my roof 


ſhall not be defiled by any ſuch 


cattle. 
SIR WILLIAM. 


To be outrageouſly virtuous is 
by no means the lovelieſt feature 
in the female character; I am, its 
true, reckoning without my hoſt, 
for perhaps the young lady may 
not be averſe to accepting her ſe- 
ducer for her huſband, with her 
friends conſent ; but admitting that 
the is, I will moſt gladly take her 

C 4 under 
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under my protection. I ſhall nei- 
ther conceĩve my houſe defiled by 
entertaining ſuch a gueſt, nor, what 
is a ſtronger circumſtance with me, 
that my daughter's morals would 
be contaminated by ſuch a gentle 
artleſs ſinner. My dear, (addreſs- 
ing his ſon) you had better go 
home, this ſcene muſt have been 
too much for you: but perhaps 
have ſtill a word of conſolation for 
you, notwithſtanding appearances 
are ſo deſperate; plots equally baſe 
and deep have been formed againſt 
the moſt inſulted innocence. 
Mas. MIDDLETON. 
could not have believed, Sir 
William, that you would have 
pleaded for ſuch a wretch. 


& 
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Sis WILLIAM. 

For whom but the wretched 

| ſhould the eloquence of humanity 

| be employed? — The happy and 

ſucceſsful want no ſuch favour ; — 


and when I fail to exert my powers 


of ſpeech, in behalf of the wretch- 


ed, the friendleſs and oppreſſed, 
may I loſe the faculty for ever. — 
Shall we call the poor creature in, 
and tenderly enquire her determi- 
nation ? 


Ms. MIDDLETON. 


And ſhall I ſuffer her to enter 


my preſence? {cxcl:imed ſhe with 


an enflamed coun*:nince) 
SIR WILLIAM. 


Why, really Madam, I would 
8 adviſe. 
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adviſe both you and my ſon to 
retire, as you ſeem to be very im- 
proper witneſſes on this occaſion:— 
prejudice and partiality are equally 
dangerous. 
MR. MIDDLETON. 

What ſay you, my dear, (above 
half ſubdued) ſhall we ſubmit the 
management of this affair to a wiſer 
head than our own ? 


Sin WILLIAM. 

5 cooler, a leſs intereſted, and 
conſequently a more competent 
judge, I allow, my friend. — Let 
me prevail on you, madam, to 


— 


conſylt your true advantage and 
bappineſs. 
gs. Middleton at length, though 
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with a very ill grace, gave the reins 


into Sir William's hands, only ob- 


ſerving, that if he had an eye to her 
ſatisfaction, he would bring the girl 
to a ſenſe of that duty ſhe owed 
| herſelf and family, by marrying the 
raſcal. 

Mr. Hinchinbrooke, though 
trembling, once more reſumed his 
ſeat, but his father repeating his 


injunction, he went out of thc 


room in the greateſt afflictin and 


_— 


anguiſh. 
Sin WII M. 


— 
3 


1 


he ſighing) I am not 2xempt from 
my ſhare in your calamity ; — that 


good child, the delight of my 


You ſee, Mr. Micdleton, (ſaid 
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eyes, and hope of my life, is I 
fear irreparably loſt to all future 
happineſs. Your niece has a thou- 
ſand attractions, they have power- 
fully operated on his honeſt ſoul, 
whilſt I induſtriouſly aſſiſt the 
work which ſhe was but too well 


qualified to accompliſh alone; — 


but ſee another ſubject awaits us. 


E 

| Miſs Thornby entered leaning 
on Wits Hinchinbrooke's arm, who 
apparently l:zpathized in her 
friend” 8 dig ces; ; her countenance 

was pale, apprehenſive, and deject- 
ed, but nc: one trace of guilty con- 
fuſion was to be found by the keen 
ſearching eye of Sir William; he 

| was 


* 
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was ſtruck ; as none but the moſt 
artful, or mot innocent of beings, 


could have appeared ſo modeſtly 


confident. 


SIR WILLIAM. 
My dear child, (his accent inſen- 

ſibly ſoftened) it is true we have 
heard an unhappy error laid to your 
charge; but be aſſured how great 
ſoever it may be in the firſt in- 
ſtance, it will derive infinite aggra- 
vation by willful falſehood : do 
not reply haſtily, but conſider what 
is due to your friends and yourſelf; 
if you have failed in one point, 
your integrity with many other 
virtues 1s yet unimpeached ; and 
every one preſent is not only pre- 


pared 
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pared to pity you, but to conſole 


and aſſiſt you to the utmoſt of their 


Power. 
Miss T HORNBY. 


I am not one of thoſe, Sir, that 
hold appearances in light eſtimation, 
though I am very ſenſible they 
have little or nothing to do with 
realities. I have no doubt but 1 
have been balely aſperſed; you 
may remember I confeſſed myſelf 
conſcious of blame, but free, as 
well from every guilty act as in- 
tention. Mr. Bampfield had the 
addreſs to engage my attachment, 
long before I had learned to diſtin- 
guiſh between the coxcomb and 
the man of underſtanding. I even 

fr, 


Hiſtory of SUKEY THORNBY. 63 


fir, bound myſelf, by an eternal 
penalty, never to marry any other 
perſon ; — but in the courſe of our 
acquaintance, I had the mortifica- 
tion to diſcover that he did not 
poſſeſs the neceſſary accompliſh- 
ments to retain my heart. I need 
not enumerate the particular cir- 
cumſtances that by degrees contri- 
buted to detach my affections ; but 
muſt obſerve that ſome unworthy 
attempts a ſhort time before my 
leaving town, determined me never 


to be his. — I am now more than 


ever convinced of the propriety of 


that reſolution. — I have hitherto 
kept clear of crimes; and will not 
wind up indiſcretion with any 

ſpecies 


| 
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ſpecies of perjury : — ſince he 


could baſely take advantage of my 
abſence to ſtrike at my reputa- 


tion and happineſs, he ſhall find 


his puniſhment in the utter defeat 


of his ſchemes. — You muſt not 
be offended, fir, (directing her 


timid eye towards her uncle) but 


Iwill ſubmit to rhe greateſt cala- 


mities to avoid ſo haictul an 
union. SEL 

The energy, the pathos, with 
which this ſpeech was uttered, 


. ſunk deep in Lady E inchinbrooke's 
gentle breaſt. — My dear, repied 


Lady Hinchinbrovke, with your 


uncle's conſent, we will ſhelter 


you from all unduc perſecution. 


[ 
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believe not my own child more 
innocent than yourſelf; and per- 
ceive the iniquitous wiles that have 
been practiſed againſt you. — Do 
not, far William, hefitate a mo- 
ment to pronounce her innocent 3 
her defence is irreſiſtable, and her 
acknowledgments flow from truth 
itſelf. 

Sir William, though entirely of 
his wife's opinion, thought it beſt 
not to appear too ſanguine in the 
young lady's favour: — he foreſax 
the difficult taſk he ſhould have 
with Mrs. Middleton, to perſuade 
her to let her niece eſcape her bitter 
revilings, eſpecially it ſhe conceived 
ſhe was going to a family that were 

wholly 
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wholly incredulous. — Innocence, 
my dear, returned he, will in the 
end force its own juſtification ; one 
charge will be inevitably either con- 
futed or confirmed in a few months. 
Mr. and Mrs. Middleton may per— 
haps conſent to Miſs Thornby's 
reſiding with us in the intermediate 


time, 
MR. MIDDLETON, 


So then, Sukey, I am to tell your 


aunt that you are ready to fly in 
her face, run away, or purſue any 
unworthy ſtep, rather than ſub- 
mit yourſelf to her diſpoſal ? 


Miss THORNBY, 
If my auat (with great emotion) 
is capable of ſacrificing me to 
C.tuel 
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cruel malice and injuſtice, I need 
not repeat my perhaps bold re- 
ſolution? 

MR. MIDDLETON. 

Be gone! — qQut of my ſight! 
thou ungrateful girl! 

SIR WILLIAM. 

My dear fir, how you ſorget 
yourſelf, reſentment is not the card 
we agreed to play ; if you pleaſe 
Miſs Thornby once more to re- 
tire, our Letty ſhall accompany 
you, whilſt your uncle and I diſ- 
cuſſes the matter. 


Miss T HOR NBY. 
O, fir! ſuch characters as you, 
are ſufficient to reconcile one to 


an otherwiſe deteſtable world. 


Mrs. 


"= 
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Mrs. Middleton now broke 
forth; — © And fo the ſlut pre- 
tends to oppoſe her will to mine, 
under the fine colours of virtue 
and ſanity; I little thought we 
were cheriſhing ſuch a viper, to 
ſting us on the firſt provocation. 
Sin WILLIAM. 

I am ſorry, Madam, you will 
perſiſt in paying ſo ill a compli- 
ment to all my arguments; I would 
eagage to ſettle every thing to 
your ſatisfaction, if you had but a 
little more patience. 

Mrs. MIDDLETON. 

Patience! indeed it is highly 
neceſſary I ſhould poſſeſs a large 
quantity of it, when you fo egre- 


gioully - 
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giouſly attempt to impoſe on me. 
Can you reſtore her virtue! or 
mine and my dear huſband's peace ? 
Can you preſerve the honour of our 
family, and ſtop the mouth of that 
voracious ſet of people you ſo lately 
deſcribed to us ? 
SIR WILLIAM, 

Les, madam, however incredulous 
you may be, I think all you have 


mentioned praCticable. 


MRS. MIDDLETON. 

By witchcraft only : —and I do 
tell you, Mr. Middleton, that if I 
have not every thing my own way ; 
— I will not ſtay to be pointed 
at ;z= ſo, as you foreſce, prevent the 


conſequences. 
| Six 


| 
| 
| 
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SIR WILLIAM. 
I muſt be allowed, madam, to ſay, 


that paſſionate judgment is ever er- 
roneous. — I again repeat my offer 
of receiving your niece into my 


houſe ; if you would bat do me the 


juſtice to conſider me, as the com- 
mon friend of your family and 


happineſs, you would not thus de- 


cline the beſt means of obliging me, 
and ſerving yourſelf, I will preſs 
it upon you, as I am convinced 
you would hereafter thank me, for 
what you now eſteem officiouſneſs 


and impertinence. 


Mas. MIDDLETON. 
Sir William! (endeavouring to 
ſtifle her fury) I mean no diſreſpect 
* to 


% by 
* 
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to you, or your offer ; — but if Mr. 
Middleton can conſent to my niece s 
throwing herſelf in the way of an- 
other young fellow, after haviny 
behaved ſo ill at home, he is not the 
man I take him for. — Better, ſay 1, 
to repeat old fins, than commit new 


ones. 
Si WILLIAM. 


I find, madam, (greatly mortified 
at his ill- ſucceſs) you are utterly 
unperſuadable; therefore, though 
it is the wiſh of my heart to be ſer- 
viceable to you, I give up all far- 
ther controverſy. — Lady Hinch- 
inbrooke I am ready to attend you 


whenever you pleaſe. 


Mx. 


* 


* 


— — _ 


' 
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Ma. MIDDLETON. 
Sir William, you ſhall not quit 


us on unfriendly terms. Why will 
you increaſe our affliction? — The 


tranſgreſſion is not ours, and yet I 
perceive the puniſhment will chiefly 


belong to us. 
SIR WILLIAM. 


Jou miſtake me, fir, 1 do not re- 
move myſelf on motives of diſguſt, 
but in order to leave Mrs. Mid- 
dleton and yourſelf to cooler re- 
flection: — I ſhould be gladly re- 
called by an alteration in your ſen- 
timents. | 

_ Miſs Hinchinbrooke was greatly 
chagrined at being torn from Miſs 
Thornby: — ſhe looked on her as 
the moſt injured and deſerving of 


beings ; 
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beings; nor could all her father's 


and mother's tender ſoothings dry 


up her tears in their whole way 
home. 

As to Miſs Thornby, ſhe no 
ſooner found herſelf deprived of 
her laſt conſolation, Miſs Hinch- 
inbrooke's company, than ſne a- 
bandoned herſelf to the utmoſt 
exceſs of grief; in which con- 
dition her aunt attacked her with 


unrelenting cruelty. 


Ms. MIDDLETON. 

You ſhall either be Mrs. Bamp- 
field, or Mrs. Strumpet ; fo take 
your choice: it is the only alter- 
native I will ever offer you. 

Sir William made one more at- 


Vor. III. D empt 


* 


74 Tux NIECE; Os, rus 


tempt to reconcile them to his ad- 
vice, but was as little ſucceſsful as 
on a former occaſion; he therefore 
turned his thoughts to amuſing his 
ſon and daughter, who greatly ſtood 
in need of the ſalutary attention. 
The young gentleman, with his 
fiſter's concurrence, had wrot2 to 
Miſs Thornby the very evening 
of the long converſation, intreat- 
ing her to accept of the protection 
his father and mother had offered 
her; aſſuring her, that bis good 
opinion was unforfeited, and that 
he ſhould never be happy unleſs he 
could obtain her conſent to confirm 
that union he had been always flat- 
tered ſhould take place between 


them 3 
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them; — that he believed it all to 
be a baſe-and villanous ſcheme, 
with whatever the fondeſt affection 
and tendereſt apprehenſion could 
dictate; — but the only returned 
her beſt acknowledgments ; de- 
claring, that however her incli- 
nation might incite her, ſhe nei- 


ther could nor would enter into 


any new engagements whilſt Bamp- 


field was alive, or her reputation 
uncleanſed of the ſtain he had caſt 
upon it. 355 

Sir William propoſed a jaunt 
to Paris, as the moſt likely me- 
thod of diſſipation; — but his hu- 
manity would not permit him to 
leave London, without acquainting 
D 2 Mr. 
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Mr. Middleton with his deſign, 
and offering on the ſlighteſt inti- 
mation of being capable of ſerv- 
ing him, to decline it. 

As humanity led the elder gen- 
tleman into ſuch great condeſcenſion, 
no wonder that love produced a fi- 
milar effect in the younger; — he 
once again repeated all he had be- 
fore urged, and even went ſo far, as 
to propoſe an elopement to her, un- 
der the ſanction of his family; — 
but they neither of them received 
any other anſwer than compliments 
and good wiſhes. 


ER 
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CHAP. MAI. 


RS. Middleton rejoiced not a 
little in their departure, as 

ſhe conceived ſhe had then a clear 
game beſore her. She carried it very 
inſultingly to her niece for ſometime; 
and at length commanded her to 
receive Bampfield's viſits, and ad- 


mit them as a from man deſtined to 


be her huſband. 


Whilſt all theſe tranſactions were 


on the carpet, Mr. Forbes and Ben 
had contrived to work ſo happily 
on Mr. Middleton's diſpoſition, 


that he conſented to give them a 


ecting at a tavern, to diſcuſs the 


D 3 matter 
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matter over a bottle of wine. 

Mrs. Middleton took this very 
opportunity of her huſband's ab- 
ſence, to diſplay her authority, and 
effect her purpoſe; and having con- 
veyed Mr. Bampfield into the din- 
ing room, ſent her nicce to bear 
him company. | 

The young lady, however unpre- 
pared, ſupported the rencounter with 
great fortitude. 


Miss THORNBY. 
You mult be well appriſed, Mr. 


Bampfield, that compulſion, not 
inclination, now brings me in your | 
way. — To reproach you, would 
be to give you more conſequence 
with me than your wretched prin- 


ciples 
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ciples intitles you to, and your heart 
is at preſent too callous to do juſtice 
to my wrongs. — I nevertheleſs, for 
your ſoul's fake, hope it will not 
always continue in the ſame ſtate, 
but ſting you with that kind of re- 
morſe that leads to repentance. 
BAMPFIELD. 

What am I to think, my dear 
madam, (with affected ſurpriſe and 
humility) of this extraordinary 
change in your behaviour ? Am 
I not the very Bampfield you once 
loved, and to whom you vowed 


everlaſting fidelity ? 
Miss T HORNBY, 


You are the very perſon, who, 
taking advantage of my youth and 
| D 4 in- 
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inexperience, impoſed yourſelf upon 
me for a worthy and agreeable 
young fellow. But let no girl 
hereafter, at ſeventeen, conceive 
herſelf either in love with, or 
beloved by, a ſpecious appearing 
man. At ſeventeen we miſtake 
folly for wit, and romantic pro- 
feſſions for honour; — and having 
with anguiſh diſcovered (on ſtep- 
ping forth into the world, as I 
myſelf am a living proof) the 
groſs and cruel deception, we pals 
the remainder of our days in the 
mortifying fetters of an unconfirm- 
ed engagement, or wear out our 
exiſtence by the inhumanity of 
that tyrant that fo early prevailed 


O11 
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on us, to load ourſelves with chains. 


BAMPFIELD. 

Upon my word, madam, tra- 
velling and the converſation of 
Mr. Hinchinbrooke have improved 
you extremely : — you mention 
fetters with deteſtation, though I 
fancy you would not refuſe to 
grace the triumph of ſo charming 
a conqueror ; — however you may 
reje& ſo puny and humble a flave 


as Bampfield. 
Miss THORN BV. 


If I only hated you, Sir, I 
might think myſelf in ſome dan- 


6 by”, 


ger of relapſing into the oppoſite 


extreme; — for 1 have learned 


(and you will perhaps acknowledge 
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in your pretty ſatirical manner, the 
acquiſition is not inconſiderable) 
that it is neither an uncommon nor 
a difficult tranſition, from hatred to 
love, and from love to hatred ; — 
I certainly cannot be a judge of 
operations I never experienced :— 
but know, Sir, I fo cordially de- 
ſpiſe you, that it is impoſſible 
for all your words or actions, to 
communicate a better or worſe im- 
preſſion. 
BAMPFIELD. 

Lou muſt excuſe me, ' madam, 
| (careleſsly) if, notwithſtanding the 
ſteadineſs of your aſpect, and ſtrength 
of your expreſſions, I cannot deſpair 


of rekindling the embers that once 


glowed 
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I 


lowed in your breaſt. You think 
me a villain ; indeed, Miſs, you 
take a very confined view of things, 
and are mighty apt to miſcall what 
is ſelf-evident : — ſtratagem was 
ever allowable in love; and ſurely 
your fame is a paltry facrifice 
to effect our long wiſhed for 
union ; — eſpecially as we could 
laugh off every ſhadow of ſlander, 
ſo ſoon as the danger was over. 
Miss THORNBY. 

I am, it ſeems, to continue with 
you ( diſdainfully) during my 
aunt's pleaſure ; , conſequently you 
have an opportunity of appearing 
very audacious (not to ſay villanous) 
in my fight: — there is but one 

D 6 way 
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way of avoiding the former; I wiſh 
you had the ſame power of ob- 


viating the latter. 
BAMPFIELD. 
Pray, madam, proceed, and kind- 
ly teach me how to avail myſelf 


of what you ſay is in my reach. 
M1ss T HORNBY. 


To have the grace to be dumb in 
my preſence ; — to look up to me 
is daring : — but to attempt a parly 
— I have not an expreſſion ſtrong 


enough to characterize it. 
BAMPFIELD. 


What kind of report (with a 
ſneer) muſt this audacious, this 
inexpreſſibly confident man make to 
your aunt, reſpecting his reception 


with you ? 
Miss 
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Miss THORN BV. 

Tell her that I received you, as 
became the dignity of injured inno- 
cence ; — deſpiſed your inſinuations 
both of face and converſation; — 
and having found you a villain 
on more occaſions than one, was. 
ready to give you credit for what- 


ever villany could perform. 
BAMPFLIELD.: 


But my dear Miſs Thornby, this 
is therruelleſt jeſt Iever experienc- 
ed: — will you not at laſt take pity 
on me, and vouchſafe to pardon the 
errors love has ſurpriſed me into ? 


Miss THORNBY. 
I am not now at Hackney, Sir, 
therefore you may ſpare a repetition 


of 
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of your former arts, or if you do 
chuſe to kneel and proteſt, or rave 
and threaten (for you are excellent 
at each) be aſſured the farce will 
be treated with due contempt. I 
find a pleaſure in this interview I 
little expected, — the mortify ing 
a proud and corrupt heart, and 
proving to you by the evidence of 
your own ſenſes, that women judge 
very differently from children. Take 
my advice, fir, let the next wretch- 
ed object, you are diſpoſed to exer- 
ciſe your cruelty and artifice on, not 
to exceed ſixteen, or you may per- 
haps make as miſerable a figure on 
a ſecond detection, as at the pre- 
ſent period. 

BA MP- 
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BAMP FIELD. 

Well, madam, all I can fay is, 
that your ſeverity is equal to my 
love, and we will try which will 
endure the longeſt : you are yield- 
ing and grateful, and I will flatter 
myſelf that a perſeverance of 
kindneſs and indulgence on my 
part, will at length reſtore me to 


my loſt place in your affections. 


Miss FHORNBY, 

There was a time, Sir, when 
you poſſeſſed a treaſure; the faith- 
ful attachment of an honeſt heart ; 
but by forfeiting that, you have 
forfeited all pretenſions to conſi- 
deration; and ſome future hour 


alone can teach you to regret your 
loſs, 
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loſs, by ſhewing you its value, 
BAMPFIELD. 
And ſhall I never then be for- 


given? — This is too much, Miſs 
Thornby ; I ſeem indeed to have 
been working rather for Hinchin- 
brooke than myſelf, for I doubt 
not but he will obtain the heart 
that is denied to me. 


MISs THORNBY. 
Monſter! now your own weapons 
are blunted, you are obliged to 
look out of yourſelf for the means 
of wounding me. Yes, you have 
worked for Mr. Hinchinbrooke ;— 
worked his deſtruction. — O, if I 
had never liſtened to your falſe in- 
finuations, I had been ſenſible of 


- A" 
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his merit before it was too late, and 


inſtead of now bcing the moſt 
miſerable, had been the happieſt 


of mortals. 

During this ſee-ſaw converſation 
in the dining-room, a very warm 
altercation was Carrying on in the 
parlour, 

Mr. Middleton, ſatisfied with 
Mr. Forbes's propoſals, overcome 
by his importunity, and a little 
elevated by a chearful glaſs, hur- 
ried home, full of the hopes of re- 


conciling his wife to the overture. 


But it was ever her way (nor was it 
a peculiar one) on perceiving ſhe 
had the worſt end of an argu- 
ment, to make up in clamour, 

what 
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what ſhe wanted in reaſon or juſ- 
tice. — The more Mr. Middleton 
laboured to convince her that Bamp- 
ficld's was not ſo eligible an alli. 
ance as the one he had to propoſe, 
the more ſhe diſclaimed all thoughts 
of any other; and concluded the 
whole with a declaration, that ra- 
ther than be made ſo miſerable by 
domeſtic broils, ſhe would retire 
into the country, and never ſee his 
face again. | 
This menace, as it was unex- 
pected, ſhocked the poor huſband 
to the laſt degree. 
Ma. MIDDLETON. 
My dear, I little imagined that 
any out- of-doors calamity, as this 


may 
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may juſtly be called, could have 
extorted ſuch a threat from you :— 
woe be to them, I find, that har- 
bour relations to prey on their pri- 
vate peace, I ſhould not have 
thought of a clerk's thruſting his 
noſe into the Middleton family but 
to heal the misfortunes of it ; but 
the girl, you ſee, denies, and no 
one but us believes a ſyllable of 
her diſhonour. I would have pro- 
poſed a man of fortune to you, who 
laughs at the ſtory, apd whois willing 
to take her oft our hands without a 
ſhilling, and would ſoon obliterate 
the memory of that ſcandal which 
now fits ſo heavy on our 


hearts. 


Ms. 
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Mas. MIDDLETON. 


And where does your man of for- 
tune ſpring from ? (ſarcaſtically) he 
mult be a fine fool indeed, to marry 
her under ſuch diſgrace ! — Where 
did he ſee her I ſay ? 


Mr. MIDDLETON. 

Lord bleſs me, wife, -it is the 
gentleman that is ſo fond of our 
Polly; I never ſaw a man fo much 
in love, as he is with your niece, 
in my whole life. 

Mrs. Middleton's reſentment 
was inſtantly changed into appro- 
bation, but recollecting Bampfield 
was then with Miſs Thornby by 
her own appointment, ſhe anſwered 
peeviſhly. 


Mas 
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Ms. MIDDLETON. 
Why could not you have told 


me who the gentleman was, with- 
out fetching ſuch a compaſs ? do 
you think I would be an impedi- 
ment to the advancement of the 
family? — Bampfield is now up 
ſtairs, —it will be a pretty ſtory, to 
treat with two at a time— ſuppoſe 


we ſend the gentleman up: 


Mz. MIDDLETON. 

No, my dear, that might pro- 
duce miſchief, let the gentleman 
go through your dreſſing room, and 
call Bampfield out at the common 
door: then whilſt the former has ſome 
converſation with Sukey, we may 


conſult what is farther to be done 


The 
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The huſband and wife ſtruck hands 


on this propoſition, which was im- 


mediately carried into execution. 


CHAP. XXII. 


15S Thornby's heart had juſt 
experienced a joyful ſenſation 


by being delivered from Bampfield's 
odious company, when her ſur- 


prize was excited hy Mr. Forbes's 


appearance. 
Miss THORN BV. 


By what magic, ſir, have I the 
pleaſure of ſeeing you at ſo unpro- 
| miſing a period ? 
Ms, 
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MR. FORBES. 

Your reception of me, my dear 
Madam, is highly flattering; but 
fear that lovely countenance will 
be overſpread with chagrin, if not 
abſolute diſpleaſure, when you 
know tae tenour by which I enjoy 


my preſent happineſs. Ben's re- 


turn from Bath was ſo long ſuſ- 
pended, that I began to fear all my 
hopes were at an end; and in one 
raſh moment I determined to follow 
you ; but as I was ignorant of your 
place of reſidence, on cooler reflec- 
tion I prevailed on myſelf to wait a 
few days, and ſee what they would 
produce. Ben at laſt arrived, a- 
greeable to my invitation; and I 


ſoon 
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ſoon found, on converſing with him, 
that he was not diſinclined to pro- 
mote my intereſt with your family; 
— but how were all our ſchemes 
diſconcerted by Mr. Bampfield's 
ingenuity! — I deſpiſe the inven- 
tion and inventor alike; — and, 
with Ben's aſſiſtance, have ſo far 
recommended myſelf to your uncle's 
and aunt's favour, that they have 
given me their .conſent to ſolicit 
your hand. ZE It is as I expected ; 
and diflatisfattion has ſaperceded 
every friendly trace. — O Mus 
'Thornby, can you perſiſt in your 
_ refuſal of a man that is ſo ſenſible 
of the merits of your character, and 
has long lived only for your fake and 
happineſs ? is M1ss 
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Miss THOR NBY. 


Believe me, Mr. Forbes, however 
you may impoſe on yourſelf, the 
part you are now acting is both 
ungenerous and unjuſtifiable. You 
know that deſpicable as Mr. Bamp- 
field has rendered himſelf, I cannot 
renounce him ; or at leaſt that if 
my heart was free, I could not be- 


ſtow my hand on any other perſon. 


MR. FORBES. 
Upon my honour, Miſs Thorn- 
by, notwithſtanding this laſt baſe 
attempt, the fellow is on the very 
point of marrying Miſs Corbet; 
will not that event appeaſe your 
nicety, and make an .opening for 


my pretentions ? 
Vol. III. E Miss 


I = \ 
w . — - WES | . = 


m—— „ 
—— ww 


ä G 
, - 3 1 


98 Tus NIECE; OR, THE 


Miss T HORNBY. 
Never, Sir, — how often muſt x 


repeat to you, that no ſtep he can 
take, has the power of releaſing 
me ?—T will hold faſt by my inte- 
grity though all the world were to 


oppoſe me. 


Ma. FORBES. 
Receive me then, Madam, (figh- 
ing) on the footing of our former 
friendſhip ; but as you value your 
repoſe, you muſt conceal your real 
ſentiments from your relations ; 
for if I relinquiſh my claim, they 
would immediately renew their per- 
ſecutions in Bampfield's favour, 


and you would be irreparably un- 


done. 


Miss 
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Miss THORN BV. 

It is to little purpoſe to deceive 
them, though perhaps I may eſ- 
cape from you all much ſooner 
than you are aware of; — I mutt 
have a ſtrange conſtitution to 
endure ſuch rough attacks for 
a very long period. 


Ms. FORBES. 

What an idea have you now 
communicated : — live, my deareſt 
Miſs Thornby, live and be happy ; 
1 will never give you any farther 
uneaſinels. 

| MIss THORNBV. 

Sir, I love to be ingenuous, 
however fatally I may in one re- 
ſpect have ſwerved from its amia- 


E 2 ble 
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ble dictates; — when we laſt met, 
nothing ſtood between me and you 
but this formidable vow, and my 
not being able to eſteem you, as I 
conceived I ought, for your tender 
attachment to me ; — but there is 
now an additional, an inſurmount- 


able impediment. 


MR. FORBES. 

1 underſtand you, madam, (with 
a faultering voice) you have ſeen a 
perſon you think more worthy of 
you, and I will endeavour to reſign 


and ſerve you. 
Miss THORNB Y. 
Generous propoſal ! I have in- 


deed, Sir, renewed my acquaintance 


with a young gentleman who, (tho' 


per- 
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perhaps leſs worthy than yourſelf ) 
has inſenſibly ſtole on my approba- 


tion. I knew him at a very early 
time of life ; — but the knowledge 
of his qualifications and value never 
reached me until it was criminal for 
me to wiſh myſelf united to him ; 
yet ſuch is the fatality that purſues 
me, that my heart has again be- 
trayed me into a ſoft connection: 
but how different the regard I bear 
this gentleman to the impreſſion I 
received from Bampfield. 

Mz. FORBES. 

I beg, madam, you will ſpare me 
— the ſubject is too intereſting to 
bear a diſcuſſion :; but if I cannot 
obtain your love, I will intitle my- 
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ſelf to your eſteem : — remember, I 
am once more your brother; — no 
compliments I beſeech you; — if 
you really approve the metamor- 
phoſe, only promiſe me you will 


not diſcover your real notions of 


your engagement to Bampfield to 


your relations, until we meet again. 
. 


Miſs Thornby gave him her hand 
on this propoſition; — and he 
nearly forfeited his new character, 


by the warmth with which he kiſſed 


it at parting. 


Mr. Forbes immediately took his 
leave, and poſted away to Miſs 


Corbet's. 


Miss CORBE T. 
I ſuppoſe, fir, you are come to 


reproach 
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reproach me with the ſlow execu- 
tion of your ſcheme ? — but the 
blame is not mine; Bampfield is 


not ſo ſoon won as you imagine. 


M. FORBES. 
He has been for ſome time on a 


wrong ſcent, but now he is thrown 
out, perhaps you may make ſome- 
thing of him; — he has ſtruck a 
bold ſtroke, I aſſure you. 


Miss CORBET. 
Am I worthy to be made ac- 


quainted with particulars ? 
Msr. FORBES. 


If you will but promiſe to make 
a proper uſe of them. When he 
viſits you next, and is making (as I 
doubt not he will) the ſtrongeſt 
E 4. pro- 


25 
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profeſſions of regard, only aſk him 
if he thinks Miſs Thornby will 
preſent him with a ſon and heir be- 
fore his nuptials can be ſolem- 


nized ? if you are not expeditious— 
Mts CORBET. 


What, Sir, has any thing paſſed 
between them' to produce ſuch an 


event ? 
| MR. FORBES. 


It is profane to mention it. 
— No, Miſs Corbet; no pu- 
rity on earth was ever ſuperior 
to hers, though the foul and in- 
fernal breath of ſlander has at- 
tempted to blaſt it in the world's 
opinion. | 

Mrss CORBET, 
And Bampficld, I ſuppoſe you 


would 
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would ſay, is the malicious author ? 
Mx. FORBES. 

The diabolical one you mean, 
madam ? it was the moſt extra- 
ordinary deviſe to obtain a lady's 
hand, I ever heard of in my life, 
to ſtab her reputation ! 

Miss CORBET. 

Miſs Thornby is certainly the 
laſt perſon to incur the imputation 
of gallantry, — her prudery and 
formality are a grand protection. 

MR. FORBES 

How happily you' are exempt 
from thoſe odious obſtacles to 
fame. 

Miss CORBET. 
That is down right inſult ; 
E's many 
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many of your nice footiſh ſex may, 
I ſuppoſe, entertain the ſame ſen- 
timents of me, but none of them 
ever had the temerity yet, to call 
me coquet to my face, 


MR. FORBES. 
There is a wide difference, Miſs 
Corbet, between the deſigning, and 
the friendly man. 


Miss CORBET. 
So infolence is the fruits of your 


. 
= 


friendſhip, truely 
Mg. FORBES. 

Sincerity, if you pleaſe, madam. 

I think I am ſufficiently acquainted 

with Miſs Corbet's character, to 

take the liberty I now do, with- 


out impunity; — but I have no 
time 
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time for trifling, it will not be long 
before Bampfield viſits you; — and 
I have given you your cue : — on 
ſecond thoughts, you would oblige 
me, by admitting Mr. Jacomb and 
myſelf to be ear-witneſſes of your 


firſt converſation. 
Miss CORBET. 


What a mercenary wretch you 
take me to be Sir? (ſmiling.) 


MR. FORBES. 

I don't recolle& that I offered 
you any pecuniary reward for this 
laſt ſervice. However, as you 
perform, you ſhall be paid. I ſhall 
remain the whole evening at the 
King's Arms in the next Street, 


and will obey your earlieſt ſummons. 
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As Mr. Forbes conjectured, ſo it 
proved. Bampfield was fo con- 
founded at the turn in Mr. Mid- 
dleton's family, that marrying Miſs 
Corbet appeared his laſt and only 


reſource ; — he therefore hurried to 


her houſe the very evening of his 
diſmiſſion from all pretenſions to 
Miſs Thornby, in order to ſecure 
himſelf from a ſecond diſappoint- 
ment. 

Miſs Corbet received him with 
redoubled civility, — was propitious 
to all his ſolicitations, and pro- 
miſed to put him in poſſeſſion of 


ſeveral hundred pounds the morning 


of their nuptials. She nevertheleſs 


re mem 
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remembered her engagement with 
Mr. Forbes, who arrived with his 
friend in a few minutes after Bamp- 
field, and were very conveniently 
ſituated, at the inſtant of their a- 
greeing to go to church together— 


the very next day as Bampfield urg- 
ed it. 
Miss COR BET. 


Now I think of it (moſt artfully) 
if you was to hear that a little rela- 
tion of yours had made its appear- 
ance during the ceremony that is 
to unite us, I wonder whether you 
could refrain from viſiting its mo- 
ther, even on your wedding day ? 

BAMPFIELD. 
I don't underſtand you, madam. 
Miss 
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Miss COR BET. 
Why then, in ſober ſadneſs ; — a 
little bird whiſpered in my ear, that 
the prudiſh Miſs Thornby was ina 
fair way to diſgrace herſelf, and 


make you a father. 


BAMPFIELD. 
I would give millioas, (thrown 


quite off his guard) that really was 
the caſe; but Miſs Thornby is a 
ſqueamiſh fool, and I one of the 
arranteſt cowards that ever exiſted ; 
ſuch opportunities have I neglect- 
ed: — ſhe may thank her own ſtars 


and my ſtupidity for the virtue ſhe 


will bring to that coxcomb Hinch- 
inbrooke : — however, I have this 
conſolation, that ſhz is as little diſ- 


poſed, 
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poſed, from her ridiculous notions, 

to marry him, as me:—and the rod 

is ſtill in her relations hands, whom 

I dare believe will never ceaſe exer- 

ciling it, until they have whipped 

her into her grave. 
Miss CORBET. 

A pretty way of paying court to 
me, truly, to entertain me with your 
love of Miſs Thornby. 

BAMPFIELD. 

Love! no not ſo bad as that nei- 
ther: — I own ſhe is rather a ſe- 
ducing figure, and would have made 
a very convenient wife; your tame 
and gentle ſpirits are the beſt to live 
with for any continuance. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XXIIE. 


MX. Forbes had heard enough 

for his purpoſe; he was 
afraid that Bampfield would have 
been tempted to conceal the truth 
from Miſs Corbet, as ſhe took all 


occaſions to extol your men of 


444 * 
Fenner p 


ſpirit and gallantry; and he had 


tip 
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reſolved, if vanity had induced him 


to propagate the infamous tale, to 
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have ſtopped his mouth by ſome 
violent diſcipline. | 

Mr. Forbes was at Miſs Cor- 
bet's by ſeven o'clock the next 
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himſelf could not but be agreeable 
to his beloved Miſs Thornby. 
Bampfield arrived at eight, but 
little ſuſpected Mr. Forbes was ſo 
near ; he had the promiſed reward 
ready in his pocket for Miſs Cor- 
bet, and having been a private ſpec- 
tator of her nuptials, he preſented 
her with it the moment he had an 
opportunity, and took a final leave 
of her. | 
Bampfield was ſenſi ble his pro- 
ceedings could not long be a ſecret 
with Betty, he therefore carried her 
the fiſty pounds immediately, on 
receiving the expected preſent fro m 
his wife, to her great ſatisfactio n. 
And as there yet remained a part of 
the 
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the canonical hours unexpired, 
ſhe and her carpenter, having the 
licence ready, proceeded to church, 
and were fairly united hefore twelve 
o'clock that very morning. 

Mrs. Middleton greatly lamented 


the loſs of ſo faithful a ſervant; but 


as ſhe wiſhed to quit her place, and 
her miſtreſs was diſinclined to en- 
gage with a ſtranger juſt at that peri- 
od, Miſs Polly, though only five years 
old, was conveyed to a boarding 
ſchool to commence fine lady, and 
be out of harms way. 

Mr. Middleton wrote an account 
to his friend Sir William of all the 
viciſſitudes in his family; and hav- 
ing expatiated ſometime on the 


newly 
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newly diſcovered merits of his 
niece, he deplored that the ſlur 
that had been caſt on her charac- 
ter, however unjuſtly, forbade 
his thinking any more of the hoped 
for alliance with his family, as he 
knew they were all too nice to 
overlook even a ſhadow of diſho- 
nour. 

Young Hinchinbrooke, when ac= 
quainted with Bampfi-ld's marriage 
with Miſs Corbet, was for flying to 
England immediately :— he wrote a 
very tender epiſtle to Miſs Thornby, 
to prepare her for his arrival ; telling 
her that his father and mother 
were as well affected towards their 
union as ever; and ſhe could have 


now 
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now no objection to making him 
happy, ſince Bampfield's conduct 
had releaſed her from every tye. 

This letter happening to fall 
into Mrs. Middleton's hands, was 
committed to the flames as tending 
to mutiny and rebellion; for Mr. 
Forbes was all in all with this 
good lady. 

Mr. Forbes on repeating his vi- 
fit at Mr. Middleton's, was a ſe- 
cond time left alone with Miſs 
Thornby, in order to ſooth her 
into compliance. 

Ma. "FORBES. 

It is no eaſy matter, madam, to 


diveſt the heart of a darling inclina- 
tion.— I nevertheleſs have attempt- 


ed 
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ed it, and I think have much en- 
couragement to hope for ſucceſs. It 
cannot but be grateful to you, thus 
to find yourſelf delivered from both 
\ your perſecutors. — Love has con- 
verted me into what you deſire, and 
Bampfield's unfaithſulneſs has reſ- 
cued you from him. I had infor- 
mation that he was to be married to 
Miſs Corbet this morning at St.“ 
James's church, and took the pains 
to have occular demonſtration, 
Miss THORNBY. 
And is this actually a fact, fir ?— 


MR. FORBES. 
What intereſt could I now have, 
my dear madam, in deceiving you ? 
You know you haye rendered me 


utterly hopeleſs. Miss 
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Miss THORN BV. 

Perhaps, Mr. Forbes, it is a part 
of the puniſhment of my folly and 
indiſcretion, that my heart refuſes 
to receive a due impreſſion of your 
merit; — but you muſt be ſenſible 
from perſiſting to love ſo unworthy 
and ungrateful a creature as I am, 
that our affections are in no degree 


in our own power. 


M. FORBES. 
You fee, Madam, you can ſub- 


due me to your will; I only wiſh 
your aunt and uncle were as ſuſcep- 
tible of your influence; — but how 
ſhall we manage when they come to 
enquire what progreſs I have made 


in my amour ? 


Miss 
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Miss T HORNBY. 

I am not much alarmed at that 
particular; — my declining health 
will procure me a reprieve, for ſome 
time at leaſt. 

Mr. FORBES. 

That is a cruel ſtroke, Miſs 
Thornby; — but you are well ac- 
quainted with your ſubje&t; — I 
would not give you a moment's 
pain on any conſideration. 

Miss T HORNBY. 

You know not the gratitude and 
eſteem I bear you, fir, or — 
| MR. FORBES. 

It was a moſt unfortunate cir- 
cumſtance for me, that ever you 
went to Bath : — had you many 
co nnexions there, madam ? 

Miss 
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Miss T HORNBY, 
The chief was Mr. Alexander, a 


ſurgeon ; he was —— 
M. FORBES. 


Surely {with aſtoniſhment) you 
was not one of the young friends I 
diſappointed him of introducing me 


to? 
Miss T HORNBY. 


I recolle& the incident; we were 
a Charming party, conſiſting of a 


moſt agreeably lady, and —— 
Mx. FORBES. 


That is kind, Miſs Thornby, to 
ſtop, and I thank you for your hu- 
mane conſideration ;— my heart has 
finiſhed the ſentence for you ; it was 
happy I was not caſt amongſt you; 


I ſhould have ruined your mirth. 
Miss 
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Miss THORNBY. 
I can tell you, Sir, you loſt an 
opportunity of contracting a moſt 
valuable friendſhip. 


Ma. FORBES. | 
Oh, Miſs Thornby! — (ſhaking 
his head.) 


Miss THORNBY. 

Nay, Sir, do not reſtrain me from 
paying you a very juſt compliment. 
Your taſtes, your diſpoſitions, are 
exactly ſuited : — he is a gentleman 
of improved underſtanding and wor- 
thy principles; and if you had once 
met, every narrow ſentiment mult 
infallibly have ſubſided. 

Mr. Forbes made no reply, but 
flying to a harpſichord, which was 

Vol. III. F kept 
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kept rather for ornament than uſe, 
as not one of Mrs. Middleton's fa- 
mily were qualified to touch it into 
harmony, he fcelingly ſung that 
air in the Maid of the Mill : 


The mad-man thus, at times, we ſee, 
With ſeeming reaſon bleſt; 


His looks, his words, his thoughts are free, . 
And ſpeak a mind at reſt, 


But ſhort the calms of eaſe and ſenſe, 
And, ah! uncertain too; 


While that idea lives from whence ' 


At firſt his frenzy grew. 


Miſs Thornby's health (till con- 
tinuing to decline, her aunt and 
uncle began to be alarmed ; and, 


having conſulted a phyſician, Bath 


was preſcriged as the only re- 


ſtorative. 
Miſs 
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Miſs Thornby bleſſed the lips 
that uttered ſuch pleaſing ſounds, 
though in reality only dictated by 
Mr. Forbes, as ſhe flattered herſelf 
they meant to ſend her down im- 
mediately : — but no; ſhe was not 
to be permitted to leave London 
until ſhe became a wife, and en- 
titled herſelf to be conveyed where- 
toever her huſband pleaſed. 

It has already been ſhewn, that 
when Mrs. Middleton entered into 
any deſign, her whole faculties were 
employed in the execution of it, 
She flew about with the utmoſt 
alacrity, to prepare for Sukey's 
wedding. She had been ſhoping 
all the morning, and having diſ- 
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played her purchaſes to the beſt 
advantage, inſiſted on either Mr, 
Middleton's or Mr. Forbes's fix- 


ing the day for the wedding ſuit to 
be worn. 


Mr. Middleton was in high ſpi- 
rits likewiſe. Give me your hand, 
niece; — Mr. Forbes, receive her 
28 my gift — (he was going to add, 
with many other additions, that 
were intirely ſuppreſſed by Miſs 
Thornby's haſtily withdrawing 
from his hold and burſting into 
tears.) — Mr. Middleton ſnapt his 
pipe in two with reſentment, and 
Mrs. Middleton very tenderly be- 
ſtowed a gcod box on her car, 


Ms. 
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Ms. MIDDLETON. 
You flirt! what delicate flight 


has now ſeized you? — You ran 
into Bampfield's very mouth by 
your own forward inclination ; but 
are pleaſed to run away truly from 
our choice. 


Miss THORNBY. 

And do you condemn me, ma- 
dam, for my adherence to the 
moſt ſolemn of engagements ? — 
Mr. Bampfield, it is true, has 
broke through his part; but his 
conduct cannot abſolve mine, nor 
will I ever violate it ſo long as 
I live. 

Mr. Forbes perceived Mrs. 
NMidcleton was preparing to com- 
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pliment the other ſide of Miss 
Thornby's head, he therefore ven- 


tured to interpoſe. 


MR. FOR B ES. 


I beſeech yon, madam, not to 
deal fo roughly by a young lady 
that deſerves applauſe inſtead of 


blame. 
Mas. MIDDLETON. 


It is very well, Sir; — you per- 
ceive, my dear, the girl is once 


more thrown on our hands. 


MR. FORBES. 
Unjuſt affertion, madam, (with 
great vehemency.) 


MRS. MIDDLETON, 
Pray, Sir, do you remember I 


am in my own houſe ? 
Mr. 
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Mx. FORBES. 
Yes, madam, and I ſuppoſe you 


would inſinuate, that you wiſh me 


to leave you there, 


Mas. MIDDLETON. 

I won't bear this inſult, — Mr. 
Middleton, how can you be fo 
tame, when your wife is affronted 
before your face? 


Ma. FORBES. 
I will ſpare Mr. Middleton the 


confuſion, madam, as I take him 
to be a very good-natured man, 
of giving the perſon who highly 
reſpects his family an unfavour- 
able impreſſion of him. — Miſs 
Thornby, may your happineſs 
but be the conſequence of this 
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rupture, and I hall think it cheaply 
purchaſed, 

Miſs Thornby was unable to 
reply, — ſhe lamented the friend, 
though ſhe dreaded the lover. 

Mr. and Mrs. Middleton now 
opened moſt unmerciſully on the 
poor drooping girl, and told her 
ſhe ſhould not much longer re- 
main under their roof; to expoſe 
them to ridicule, draw them 
into expence, and then join the 
laugh againſt them. 


MRS. MIDDLETON. 
You and your vow, (tauntingly) 
I do think that is the higheſt piece 
of heroiſm I ever heard of; but 
don't I know what you would be 
at ? 
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at? — her /adyſhip is your aim, 
truely ; — was not you ready to 
carry off Hinchinbrooke by vio- 
lence; they all faw it as well as 
myſelf, and, notwithſtanding they 
affected to encourage your forward- 
neſs, and his fawning in public, to 
my certain knowledge, deſpiſed 
both the one and the other in their 
private ſentiments. Well you have 
been thrown at two peoples heads 
already, we muſt beware of the 
third, What, not a word you 
proud minx, that want to exalt 
yourſelf above your relations ? — 
The tragedy queen is mute, Mr. 
Middleton ; what a fine rant we 


{hall have when it does burſt forth ? 
Mx. 


130 Tue NIE CE; Os, tne 


Mz. MIDDLETON. 

What do you mean, Sukey, by 
provoking your aunt in this man- 
ner? — do you think I will tole- 
rate you in ſuch ungrateful be- 
haviour? 

Miss THORNBY. 

Few errors, Sir, I beheve, were 

ever more ſeverely puniſhed than 


mine, eſpecially an error of youth? 


Mas. MIDDLETON. 
Do but mind her, Mr. Middle- 


ton, how the has picked up Sir Wil- 


liam's cant; — errors of youth, 


quotha? —Whatlicence Miſs do you 
conceive you have for playipg the 


| knave or fool any more than my- 


felt? — But we will pay her her 
paultry 
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paultry five hundred pounds, my 
dear, and waſh our hands of her; 
I will lay my life ſhe follows her 
fellow to France; — ſhe ſhall go to 
night; ſo pack up your cloaths ; 
you {hall no longer complain of con- 
ſtraint or controul ; our Polly ſhall 

henceforth be the only object 


of our care and attention. 


HAF. XXIV. 


# 1855S Thornby had ſcarce 
reached her apartment, to 


which ſhe reluctantly retired in 


order to fulfil her aunt's ftern 
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commands; before ſhe heard a vio- 
lent ſcreaming in the parlour : — 
terrified left ſhe had occaſioned 
ſome unhappy confuſion, — ſhe 
hurried down in the utmoſt per- 
turbation. 

On her entering the parlour, ſhe 
found her aunt wringing her hands 
with all the tokens of abſolute 
frenzy. 

She endeavoured to expoſtulate 
with her, — but ſhe broke from 
her in an inſtant, and exclaitned, I 
am not fit to live! — O, my fiſter ! 
if we had but continued parents 
to your child, our own had not 
been thus ſnatched away from us. 


Miſs Thornby aſked an ex- 


planation 
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planation of her behaviour, 


Mas. MIDDLET ON. 
O, Sukey! let me knee] to you ; 


forgive a weak, a ſin ful woman, 
as you hope yourſelf to be for- 
given : — this 1s the touchſtone ; — 
don't you feel it Mr. Middleton! — 
we were hardened to the laſt de- 
gree reſpecting this poor girl; but 
Polly once affected, the parent 
lives in our bleeding hearts! — Do 
you think ſhe is dead! — No! 
no! Mr, Middleton never believe 
ſuch a thing! — and yet that cruel 
letter mentions her being taken 
out of the pond lifeleſs and expir- 
ing! — Tell me, Sukey! was you 
ever cruel ? Miss 
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Miss THORNBY. 
Dear Madam, be compoſed! — 


ſee! my uncle is in fits! 


MRS. MIDDLETON. 
Thoſe cloaths! — thoſe wed- 


ding cloaths were the cauſe! — 
I will burn them out 'of my 
ſight! — My poor Sukey ! which 
cheek was it I ſtruck ! — well, 
well, you ſhall ſtrike mine by and 
by ! indeed I deſerve it, and you 
muſt not forgive me! we have now 
no one left but you ; — the Iriſh- 
man's child is our all; but you 
was ever a good girl, and would 
not have hurt Polly though I 
hurt you. 


MR. 
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Mr. Middleton was conveyed to 


his own apartment in an alarming 


condition; and Mrs. Middleton 
continued the ſame incoherent 
manner of talking, — when a phy- 
ſician arrived. 

The phyſician endeavoured to 
work on the tender paſſions, ia 
order to. move her to tears — but 
in vain ; — ſhe remained inſenſible 
for a long period ; — but at length, 
on repeated efforts, the torrent 
found vent, and ſhe was greatly 
relieved. 

The calm, however, was but of 
ſhort duration; reflection, the moſt 
bitter reflection, ſucceeded. 

She now charged her niece with 
being 
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being the ſole cauſe of all her-mis- 


fortunes : — was not Polly ſent 
from home on her account ? — but 


for her, ſhe had had her child, 


her darling child, ſtill in her 


arms, 

Miſs Thornby was adviſed to 
retire, until this ſecond guſt was 
over. 

She then viſited her uncle, who 
was juſt recovering from a ſtrong 
fit. Some papers had fallen out 
of his pocket in his ſtruggling. 
Miſs Thornby took them up and 
examined them, as they might be 
of conſequence : — amongſt theſe 
papers ſhe found Sir William 
Hinchinbrooke's firſt letter from 

France, 
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France, containing his addreſs. 

She inſtantly determined to write 
him an account of the dreadful 
condition her aunt and uncle were 
in, and was not without hopes 
that his great humanity would 
induce him to haſten his return, 
in order, if poſſible, to recover 
them. | 

Having diſcharged this duty, as 
ſhe deemed it, ſhe begged to be 
informed of the particulars of her 

couſin's death, — The fact was 
| this: 25 

Miſs Polly was ſituated at a 
ſchool only a little diſtance from 
town, to which belonged ſome 
very pleaſant and extenſive gar- 


dens, 
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dens, where the ladies were al. 
lowed to amuſe themſelves at in- 
tervals. It was Mrs. Middleton's 
requeſt, on leaving her Polly be- 
hind, that ſhe ſhould experience as 
little reſtraint as poſſible, or at leaſt 
be broke into it by flow degrees; 
in conſequence whereof ſhe had 
been allowed to quit and return to 
her | companions, - whenever ſhe 
pleaſed ; — and in one of theſe 
moments of peculiar indulgence, 
having ſtrolled to a pond, at the 
bottom of the garden, heedleſſly 
fell in, and loſt her life. 
Mr. Forbes was ſo apprehen- 
five of Miſs Thornby's being 
illtreated, that he went early 
the 
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the next morning, to learn, 
how matters ſtood : — he was 
naturally endued with tender 
feelings : — to hear of the me- 
lancholy change in ſo ſhort a 
time, in people, who, the very day 
before, were over-bearing and ty- 
rannical, ſhocked him extremely : 
— he ſent up his compliments of 
condolence to Miſs Thornby, and 
intreated, that if ſhe could make 
him in any degree ſerviceable to 
herſelf or family, ſhe would com- 
mand him. 8 
Miſs Thornby, whoſe ſituation 
was truly pitiable, rejoiced at this 
unexpected viſit: — the converſa- 
tion of friendſhip is a temporary 
relief, 
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relief, notwithſtanding the calamity 
we deplors is incapable of diminu- 
tion: — ſhe moſt ſincerely la- 
mented the misfortune her uncle 
and aunt had ſuſtained ; — but was 
ſo affected at being conſidered as 
even the indirect cauſe of it, that ſhe 
was not to be comforted. 

Mr. Forbes beſought her to look 
into life amongſt the numberleſs 
afflicted, and Tee if every, even the 
moſt affectionate parent, had not 
the ſame chance to add to the 
weight of their ſorrow? but it 
was wreſting the ballance from the 
hands of providence, to attempt 
to correct or repine at what was ſo 
immediately under its wiſe direc- 


tion 
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tion. He bade her remember 
that all events were regulated by 
an unſeen hand, that ſecond 
cauſes alone could ſtrike our limited 
conceptions, where the firſt were 


too ſacred for mortality to explore. 


That people were certainly to uſe 
every prudential and viſible means 
of preſervation, both of themſelves 
and ſpecies; but when the work 
was the Creators, pious reſignation 
was all the creature had to per- 
form — that perhaps the child was 
only lent as an inſtrument of good 
to her relations; — that ſhe was 
now bleſſed herſelf, and he hoped 
had accompliſhed the utmoſt end 
of her exiſtence. 


But 
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But for Mr. Forbes's friendly 
vilits Miſs Thornby had utterly 
deſponded ; his converſation was 
not only ſoothing but inſtructive — 
he taught her to behold things 
through a very different medium to 
what ſhe had been accuſtomed ; and 


as her aunt's and uncle's ſufferings 


| abated, ſhe. once more began to 


cheriſh a ray of ſatisfaction. 

But whilſt . Mr. Forbes was 
thus ſoftening the anguiſh of Miſs 
Thornby's heart,, he was feeding 
his own. He had the mortifica- 
tion to find, in ſpite of his utmoſt 
endeavours, that friendſhip and love, 


in Miſs Thornby's breaſt, remained 


in this caſe, irreconcilable ; for the 


inſtant 
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inſtant he mentioned the one, he 
was in danger of forfeiting the 
other. Waiting on her one aſter- 
noon, he found her running over 
with the fondeſt delight, the con- 
tents of a letter ſhe had juſt re- 
ceived : — From abroad, madam ? 
I preſume, — (his voice and coun- 
tenance greatly affected). 
MIISs THORNBVYV. 

Yes, ſir; — it is in anſwer to my 
application to my uncle's friends for 
their aſſiſtance and confolation ; — 
they will return to London as ſoon 
as poſſible. 

Ma. FORBES. 

How unfortunate I am, Miſs | 
Thornby, that my ſtubborn ſoul 


will 
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will not be ſubdued ? — Notwith- 
ſtanding I am perfectly convinced of 
the ineffectualneſs of every attempt to 
recommend myſelf to your affection, 
it is death to me to think of its 
its being beſtowed on another. I 
ſhould with rapture behold the 
dawn of pleaſure that breaks forth 
in your lovely aſpect, was it not ſo 
evidently blaſting to my remoteſt 
hopes. 
Miss THORN BV. 

Mr. Forbes, you never had the 
| leaſt foundation to believe I could 
be brought to do juſtice to your 
merit. I told you the natural re- 
pugnance I experienced on the firſt 


commencement of our acquaintance: 
it 
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it is true, that acquaintance has 
been one ſucceſſion of obliging 
and friendly offices on your part, 
and the utmoſt gratitude on mine; 
and gratitude is all I can offer in 
return: — if you conſider it as 
inadequate and unſatis factory, you 
may puniſh me by an alteration in 
your conduct: — but my gratitude 
will live for ever. 


MR. FORBES. 

I am abundantly ſatisfied ; —you 
have a thouſand times compenſated 
my little ſervices, by your manner 
of accepting them ; and but. for the 
pleaſure I take in promoting your 
happineſs, my life would be a dread= 
ful chaos, or a dead vacuity. 

Yor, II. Mr. 
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Mr. Forbes attended Miſs Thorn- 
by as chief mourner at Miſs Mid- 
dleton's funeral ; and Ben followed, 
ſighing and ſobbing moſt audibly ; 
— but he was one of thoſe that hai 
ſmiles and tears too much at com- 
mand for either the one or the 
other to be highly eſtimated. Miſs 
Thornby however paid a faithful 
tribute; the innocence, + the unof- 
fending diſpoſition of her little re- 
lation, having 'endeared her to her 
heart; nor was Mr. Forbes an un- 
concerned ſpectator. 

Ben became every thing with his 
miſtreſs ; and Miſs Thornby though 
ſhe knew him to be a hypocrite 

would 
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would not proclaim him ſuch, as 
it would have been robbing her un- 
cle and aunt of their laſt ſupport. 
Mr. Forbes who had had many 
inſtances of his fineſſe and avarice, 
was apprehenſive Miſs Thornby's 
intereſt might be affected by their 
uncommon attachment to him, 
but ſhe inſiſted on it, that that was 
too light a conſideration to be put 


in competition with their repoſe, 
and ſhe was willing to abide by 

every unpleaſing conſequence. 
Ben was too quick ſighted not 
to perceive the advantageous ſitua- 
tion he had gained, and did not 
fail to improve every opportunity 
of ſinking the impreſſion of his 
My G2 dee 
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deſervings deep in their hearts, 
until the arrival of fir William de- 
feated all his ſchemes. 


SIR WILLIAM. 


You ſhall go with us, my friend, 
into the country, my houſe ſhall 
be entirely. devoted to your con- 
venience 5 — and if you will but 
properly exert yourſelves, I ſtill 


hope to ſee you taſte life with ſome | 
ſatisfaction. 


Mr. Middleton was pretty well 
recovered, except at intervals, when 
violent fits of weeping would ſeize 
him; but Mrs. Middleton became 
perfectly ſuperannuated, — a com- 
mon conſequence of high ſpirits 


— — — — —__—n—_— OC 
— 


too 


Pd 
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too powerfully depreſſed, and ſtrong 
nerves, too ſuddenly unbraced. 


She would ſometimes recollet 
her loſs, but ſeldom retained the 
idea long enough to be affected by 


it; but doated on Ben; — and was 
never happy when he was out of 


her ſight. 


When Sir William returned from 
the apartment of ſorrow, he led 


Miſs Thornby into the parlour, 
Six WILLIAM. 


Be ſeated, my good child, I have 
a few things to mention to you 
if not inconvenient. | 

Miſs Thornby bowed, but was 
not able to articulate a reply. 


© 3 RR SIR 


my 


uh 
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Sin WILLIAM, 
You cannot have forgot how 


dear you had rendered yourſelf to 
my whole family, the united ſweet- 


neſs of your perſon and diſpoſition 
were not to be reſiſted : my wife 
was far from imbibing the ſlighteſt 
prejudice againſt you, from the diſ- 
agreeable ſcene we were witneſs to. 
You know the conformity of our 
ſentiments too well for it to be 
neceſſary for me to obſerve, that 
when I give you her impreſſions, 
I give you my own. — My daughter 
has never truly enjoyed herſelf 
fince our departure from London ; 
the amuſements, the gaieties of 
| Faris, were inſufficient to compen- 


ſate 
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fate the loſs of Miſs Thornby's 


company; — but how ſhall I de- 
ſcribe the mortification of my 
fon ? 


Miſs Thornby was . ſo affected 
at this period, that Sir William 
was alarmed, and pauſed a few mo- 
ments before he A 


SIR WILLIAM. 


- Campndd yourſelf, my love, oreſe 
1 hand he (till retained) your 
ſpirits, naturally gentle, are very 
unequal to the weight they have 
lately ſuſtained. 


This genteel method of account- 
ing for her e an diſ- 


* it. 
64 | SIR 
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SiR WILLIAM. 

] was going to mention to you, 
my dear Miſs Thornby, that my 
ſon wholly ſubſiſts on the hope of 
being one day united to you. He 
has our ſanction entirely. — Can 
you allow him yours? I find he 
was not altogether ſo ſucceſsful in 
his private interviews with you, 
as we imagined ; — but what your 
honour and prudence denied, tell 
me, my good girl, was your heart 
in any degree inclined to grant ? — 
Circumſtanced as you then was 
you acted commendably, you acted 
nobly ; but now releaſed from your 
odious entanglement, can you re- 


ceive my ſon, as we all could wiſh? 


= 


* 
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I have brought him from France, 
in order, if poſſible, to re-eſtabliſh 
his repoſe ; — but as I am afraid 
of expoſing him to new inconve- 
niencies, I reſolved to enquire into 
the true ſtate of your heart, pre- 
vious to every other ſtep ; | for 
unleſs there is ſome proſpect of 
obtaining your hand, I ſhall think 
it adviſeable to ſend him abroad 
a ſecond time: — ſpeak then with- 
out reſerve : — I ſhall not be of- 
fended, though I may be grieved, 
if it is not in your power to. fulfil 
the deſires of an affectionate fam 
ther. LES: 
Miss THORNBY. 
1 have too much honous for 
. Sir 
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Sir William Hinchinbrooke, to de- 
ceive him in a ſingle circumſtance ; 
it is a misfortune as I am ſituated, 
even to have communicated the 
very ſentiments I myſelf have imbi- 
bed: — I do acknowledge, Sir, — 
that if I was diſengaged —— 
S WILLIAM. 

What then can now hinder your 
union; have you not the ſame li- 
berty to diſpoſe of yourſelf, that 
wretch has aſſumed? | 
| Miss THORNBY. 

A different ſenſe of things, Sir, 
will produce a different judgment; 
can any human power diſſolve a ſa- 
cred engagement? I muſt be allow- 
ed, whatever has been his conduct, 


to 
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to wait the due diſſolution of my 
raſh vow : — beſides, Sir, traduced 
as I have been, and blamable as I 
own myſelf to be, — can I behold 
Mr. Hinchinbrooke ? - 


SiR WILLIAM. 
Let the malicious and infamous 


deviſe, be for ever blotted from your 
remembrance. — I admire the ſoul 
that is capable of making the equi- 
table diſtinctions you have done: — 
we will leave it to providence, my 
dear child ; and in the mean time 
you will not heſitate to conſider my 
boy to the utmoſt your juſtice and 
integrity will permit: — He can- 
not think the conditions hard, as 


the ſame tye that withholds you 
G 6 from 
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from him, will operate equally 
in disfavour of every other per- 
fon: — you may expect a viſit in 
the afternoon from both my chil- 
dren, who are impatient to ſee you. 
I prevailed on my wife to defer 
coming until I had informed my- 
ſelf of the way your aunt and un- 
cle were in; ſhe muſt not have 
ſeen them in their outrageous tranſ— 
ports. 


. 
— — A, I Rr * 


HAP. XXV. 


FF 13 5 Thornby began to reflect 
as. ſoon as ſhe was alone, 
on the difficult taſk ſhe ſhould have 


to perform in the afternoon, for 
ſhe 
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ſhe had no doubt but Mr. Forbes 
would be of the party. 

She knew his diſcretion and 
politeneſs were ſufficient ſecurity 
for his good behaviour, but what 
conſtruction Mr. Hinchinbrooke 
might put on her intimacy with 
ſo agreeable a young gentleman, 
| was too knotty a point for her to 
determine, eſpecially if he ſhould 
drop in, in his uſual friendly man- 
ner; — however, as the rencounter 
could not be avoided, ſhe had no- 
thing for it, but to render it as 
harmleſs and inoffenſive as poſ- 
ſible. 

Croſs incidents are prone to at- 
tend mortality; Mr. and Miſs 

Hinch- 
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Hinchinbrooke, as Miſs Thornby 
had apprehended, came firſt ; the 
meeting was tender on all fides, 
and the young gentleman claimed 
Miſs Thornby's heart and hand in 
the preſence of his ſiſter, for his 
own; with due ſubmiſſion to 
the reſtriftions his father had in- 
formed him of. 
They had juſt entered into an a- 
greeable chat, when Mr. Forbes ar- 
Tived ; he was ſhewn into the 
dining room, with his wonted 
freedom; but perceiving what com- 
pany Miſs Thornby was engaged 
in, he would gladly have retreated 
to conceal his chagrin. 
M.iſs Thornby, whoſe counte- 
e | nance 


\. 


* 
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pance ever bore faithſul teſtimony 
to her feelings, was not unobſerved 
by Mr. and Miſs Hinchinbrooke, 
no more than the gentleman's con- 
fuſion ; and notwithſtanding all 
their convictions of principles, 
ſome unfavourable ſuſpicions would 
have glanced over their minds ; but 
recollecting themſelves, they re- 
ceived Mr. Forbes's aukward com- 
pliments with tolerable com- 
placence, 
Mr. Forbes's diſcernment ſel- 
dom failed him; he was ſenſi. 
ble of the effect his preſence had 
produced ; and as his tenderneſs 
for Miſs Thornby's reputation and 
happineſs was ſuperior to every 
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feliſh view, he determined to 
take that opportanity to ſet things 


in their true light. 
MR. FORBES, 

I have news for you, Miſs 
Thornby; — Bampfield and his 
wife are parted; he uſed her ſo 
very ill, that no woman of common 
ſpirit could endure it; and you 
know Mrs. Bampfield is far from 
being deficient in that article. 

Ma. HINCHINBROOKE. 

Vou are acquainted then, ſir, 
with Mr. Bampfield ? | 
Ma. FORBES. 

Yes, fir, and if you have any cu- 
rioſity to be introduced to the firſt 
villain in the kingdom; by his 

wife's 
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wife's means I believe it would not 
be impracticable ? 


Ms. HINCHINBROOKE. 
I thought you faid but this mo- 
ment, fir, that they were parted? 


M. FORBES. 
Their ſeparation was merely the 


conſequence of ſome difficiency of 


caſh; that grievance in any de- 
gree redreſſed, and all would. as 


well again. 
Mx. HINCHINBROOKE. 


You ſeem, ſir, to be well acquainted 
with his compoſition (rather con- 
temptuouſly.) * 

' Ms. FORBES. 


J am, fir, — for I have ſtudied 
it; Miſs Thornby muſt excuſe me; 
but 
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but if you are the young gentle- 
man ſhe was acquainted with at 
Bath, the particulars of my con- 
duct and his villany may not be 
unentertaining to you; — nay, ma- 
dam, I have a right to expoſe my- 
ſelf, and as for his proceedings they 
cannot be made too public. 

He then gave a circumſtantial and 
humorous account of the com- 
mencement and conſequences of 
his whole connexion with Miſs 
Thornby. 

Mr. and Miſs Hinchinbrooke 
were variouſly affected by the vari- 


ous incidents; and they both thank - 
ed him in very polite terms for the 
favour he had done them. 


Miss 
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Miss THORNBY. 

Thus far, Mr. Forbes, (ſmiling) 
you have thought proper to pro- 
ceed without my conſent; I ſhall 
now inſiſt upon carrying matters 
perhaps beyond either your ex- 
pectation or intention; this gen- 
tleman and lady poſſeſs the firſt 
place in my eſteem; and let the 
eſteem once be univerſally circu- 
lated in this little party, and I 
ſhall be completely happy. 

Mr. Hinchinbrooke and Mr. 
Forbes immediately ſhook hands, 
ſaluted the ladies, and entered into 
the moſt amicable treaty. 


Ma. FORBES. 
I do beg, fir, that you will juſt 
Tos give 
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give yourſelf the trouble of ſtepping 
with me to Mrs. Bampfield's, and 
hear her relation of the matter 3 
it is a ſatisſaction that, however 
ſeemingly unneceſſary, you can never 
repent receiving. 

Mr. Hinchinbrooke was not 
able to reſiſt this offer, as love is 
ſometimes ſuſpicious in ſpite of 
| conviction ; they therefore took 
their leave of the ladies, and pro- 
miſed to return to tea. 


Miss HINCHINBROOKE. 
Upon my word, (as the ladies 
reſeated themſelves) I wonder you 
could be proof againſt the impor- 


tunity of ſo agreeable a being as 
Mr. Forbes? 
| 1 
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Miss THORN Bx. 


It gives me pleaſure to hear you 
make ſuch favourable mention of 
my friend, notwithſtanding it e- 
vinces, at the ſame time, how lit- 
tie attention you pay to my par- 
ticular circumſtances; but what- 
ever impediment there has been to 
my approbation of him as a lover, 
I hope your ladyſhip will be taken 
in, as a farther confirmation of our 


friendſhip. 


Miss HINCHINBROOEKE. 
Not ſo faſt, my dear Miſs 
Thornby, there are many words 


to that bargain; — no ſecond hand 
affections for me, I beſeech you. 
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Miss THORNBY. 
There is ſo wide a difference, 


between declaring eff an affair of 
this fort, when ſuggeſted by a 


friend, and turning an unwilling 


ear to the perſonal importunity of 
a man of merit, that I will not deſ- 


pair of ſeeing you two united; be- 


- fides, is not loving me, the fame 


thing as loving you? — be a good 
girl, and don't expoſe yourſelf 
from idle nicety. 

„ „ „ „ * 

The gentlemen on arriving at 
Mrs. Bampfield's, found the whole 
houſe in confuſion; Mrs. Bamp- 
field was not to be ſpoke with, 


and Mrs. Corbet was from home; 
nor 
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nor was any one diſpoſed ſo much as 
to liſten to their interrogatories. 

Mr. Forbes was both mortified 
and diſappointed, but begged on 
waiting Mrs. Corbet's return ; upon 
which they were ſhewn into a par- 
lour, and left to their own medi- 
tations. 

They had not ſat long before 
Mr. Forbes was deſired to walk 
into another room, where he found 
Mrs. Bampfield in a ſtrange diſ- 
orderly dreſs, and with the utmoſt 
perplexity of aſpect. 

__ © - Mes. BAMPFIELD. 

Mr. Forbes, — (the moment ſhe 
beheld him) you have entailed fine 
diſgrace on me and my family, by 


per- 
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perſuading me to marry a high- 
wayman. | 
Ma. FORBES. 
A highwayman? — Bampfield 
a highway man ? 
Mas. BAMPFIELD. 
Ves, Sir, — and an old practi- 
tioner I find; — many a trip has he 
taken to furniſh himſelf with caſh, 
before ever he was ſituated at Mr. 
Middleton's ; he has now commit- 
ted ſuch an action, as will make no 
ſmall noiſe ; but I have one conſo- 
lation, — he was cloſely purſued, 
and though not overtaken, ſo ter- 
ribly wounded, that I vefily believe 
he cannot ſurvive it. I have ſe- 
creted him in the beſt manner I can; 


for 
* 
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for he was fo very kind as to fly 
to me in his guilty extremity, and 


as we were known to be but on 


bad terms, perhaps it is the ſafeſt 
place he could have found. Yet 


it is a folly to flatter myſelf he 


can be long concealed, unleſs death 


moſt kindly ſkreens him from 
Juſtice, 
Ms, FORBES. 
Is he in this houſe, Madam? 


Mas. BAMPFIEELD. 
He is, fir, and ſuch a ſpectacle, 
you can have no idea. 
Ms. FORBES 
I wiſh it was poſſible, madam, 
to exchange a few words with 
him. 
Vox. III. H Ms. 
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Mas. BAM P FIELD. 

He is a dying man, but if he 
will conſent to admit you, I can 
have no objection. 

Whilſt Mrs. Bampfield went 
to mention Mr. Forbes's requeſt 
to her huſband, that gentleman re- 
joined Mr. Hinchinbrooke. 

| Ma. FORBES. 

We are come here, fir, 1 hope 

in a very lucky hour, to receive all 


poſſible fatistaction for Miſs Thorn- 


by's injuries; as it is thought he 


cannot live, we will nat ſuſpect 
him e of. FN with his 
laſt breath. 


Ms nne 1 
You may come in gentlemen, 
(throw- 
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(throwing open the door) but muſt 


be expeditious, for all will ſoon be 
over. 


BAMPFIELD. 
You are come, I ſuppoſe, (as 
they approached the bed) to inſult 
an unhappy wretch ; if ſo, your 


triumph will be a momentary one : 


I fall a juſt victim to error and 


vanity ; but what ſtings my ſoul, 
in this its period of ſeparation from 
my miſerable body, is the abuſes I 
have practiſed on the amiable Miſs 
Thornby. Her heart, gentlemen, 


was once my own, but pride 


and ambition would not permit 


me to be ſenſible of its value; I 
aſpired beyond happineſs ; and diſ- 
H 2 grace, 


— —— — 
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grace, miſery, and ſuffering has 
been my portion; — may ſhe be 
as highly rewarded for her virtues, 
as I for my vices, — I can no 
more, — the grave is a better pri- 
ſon than — (faint with the loſs of 
blood, and under the dominion of 
a raging fever; this exertion of 
his ſpirits was too much for him, 
and he lay as if in departing ago- 
nies.) 

- This gentlemen quitted the room 
with compationate horror, and 
ſtayed, ſome little time in the par- 


lour to recover themſelves, before 


they returned home. 
Mrs. Bampfield, who had no 


other feelings on the occaſion than 
| what 
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what the haughtineſs of her diſpo- 

ſition ſuggeſted, ſoon joined them. 
Mr. Forbes mentioned his mo- 
tives for paying her this viſit; and 
as ſhe conceived that it would be 
not a little advantageous to her in- 
tereſt to ſtand well in his favour; 
ſhe voluntarily recited every parti- 
cular, as far as her knowledge 
reached, with reſpect to Mr. 
Forbes's and Miſs Thornby's ac- 
quaintance? and offered to ſend 
for Mrs. Betty, if any doubts re- 
mained in her power to remove. 
But Mr. Hinchinbrooke utterly 
declined all farther converſation 
on the ſubject, and begged Mr. 
H 3 Forbes 
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Forbes to return and leave the of- 
fending parties to the puniſhment 
of their own evil conſciences. 

Mr. Forbes had been fo hur- 
ried in his ſpirits at the cataſtrophe 
Bampficid had incurred, that he 
never once reflected on the conſe- 
quence of his being taken off; 
but no ſooner did the recollection 
ſtrike him, that now Miſs Thorn- 
by would be at liberty to diſ- 
poſe of herſelf to another, than- 
he was inen preſſibly tortured. 
He was ſo ingenuous as to ac- 
knowledge the cauſe of his altered 
countenance and behaviour to Mr. 


Hinchinbrooke, and beſought him 


to 
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to make excuſes for him at Mrs. 
Middleton's, as he found himſelf 
in too uneaſy a diſpoſition of mind 
to renew his viſit; but on Mr. 
Hinchinbrooke's repreſenting the 
concera Miſs Thornby might de- 
rive from the incident, by miſin- 
terpretation, he reſolved to accom- 
pany him however cruel the. taſk ; 
they agreed not to inform the ladies 
of Bampfield's miſerable tate, un 
till they knew the event; and be- 
ing returned to Mr. Middleton's, 5 
paſſed a very tolerable evening. 
Early the next day, a meſſenger 
was diſpatched by Mr. Forbes to 
enquire after the dying wretch, 


F*** 
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who came back with a note of 
intelligence, that Bam pfield dyed at 
twelve the preceding night. 

Sir William and his lady heard 
the news with aſtoniſhment, but 
charitably forebore every reflection 
on the dead. 


SIR WILLIAM. 
Our diſguſt or reſentment can- 


not without blame ſurvive the ob- 
jet; it is not poſſible to tolerate 
a villain whilſt his power of injur- 
ing us remains ; but that once ex- 
tinguiſhed, and we conlign the 
body no leſs to duſt, than its crimes 
to oblivion, except in ſome. pecu- 
liar inſtances indeed, where it 1s 

requi- 
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requiſite that the example ſhould 
be held up to public deteſtation. 
We remember with reverence that 
to dye is the birth right of morta- 
lity, but to live well the particular 
bleſſing of Heaven. Nature is 
nearly alike in all creatures, 
unleſs corrected by education, 
or reſtrained by virtue, — thou- 
ſands more are tempted to evil, 
than actually venture to com- 
mit it, — the inclination may 
be concealed, but the commiſ- 


ſion is generally notorious; — 


if every vicious heart could be 
laid open, many that now paſs 
their days in the higheſt repute, 

| H 5 would 
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would have the finger of reproach 
pointed againſt them, — WC ought 
therefore not to be outrageous, or 


unrelenting towards the deſperate 
(though not more culpable) wretch; 
as we are ſo ill qualified to de- 
tet the hidden frauds that infect 
the ſpecies, 


CHAP, 


- 
* " 


* * 
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C H AP. XXVI. 


RE thing being ready for 

their journey with Sir Wil- 
liam, they once more quitted 
town, in order to ſeek felicity in 


the retreat of innocence, 


Mr. Hinchinbrooke had nov 
the pleaſure of entertaining Miſs 
Thornby on the moſt tender ſub- 
jects, without apprehenſion or re- 
ſtraint; — and ſhe was madeſtly 
propitious. It was agreed, by all 
parties, that their nuptials ſhould 
be celebrated ſo ſoon as the mdurn- 

H 6 f ing 
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ing for Miſs Middleton was ex- 
pired. 

Perhaps by that time, replied 
Sir William, my old friend may 
be capable of aſſiſting at the happy 
ceremony; — but it would be in- 
| ſulting his grief to attempt to 
perform it at too early a pe- 
riod. | 

Mr. Forbes took a very tender 
leave of Miſs Thornby. He told 
her he ſuppoſed, nay wiſhed, that 
to be the laſt time he ſhould ſee 
her in her preſent ſtate; and that 
as ſoon as he had. conquered his 
narrow diſinclination to knowing 
his friend and ſiſter, in the happy 
poſſeſhon of the man that beft 
deſerved 
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deſerved her, he would pay his 
perſonal compliments at Sir Wil- 
liams's; till when he ſhould hold 
_ himſelf utterly unworthy of all 
conſideration and favour, 


Miss THORNBY. 


Mr. Forbes, your unfortunate 
attachment is a ſtrong allay to 
my felicity. I know by experi- 
ence how hard it is to ſubdue 
the fancy ; and that all amiable 
objects do not ſtrike us alike. 
But what is the little I can boaſt 
in compariſon with the endow- 
ments and accompliſhments Miſs 
Hinchinbrooke is miſtreſs of ? I 


know her heart is entirely unen- 


gaged, 
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gaged, nay more, am ſatisfied you 
are a very great favourite with 


her: — nothing can equal her un- 


derſtanding, but her amiable hu- 
mility : — ſhe is one of thoſe very 
few, my friend, that could, with- 


out mortification, reflect on your 


prior choice; eſpecially as it was 
her beloved brother's choice alſo; 
and a being that ſhe herſelf con- 
ſiders with ſo much partiality.— 
Thus would you render us all 
happy. — You might venture to 
mention me with tenderneſs, with- 
out the fear of offending your 
wife ; — and my warmeſt grati- 
tude for you might be diſplayed, 
without hurting the man that per- 
3 | haps 
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haps will be maſter of my hand: 
weigh well this parting exhorta- 
tion; — and be aſſured, that the 
day that gives you to me on the 
footing I now recommend, wall 
make me doubly bleſſed. 

Mr. Forbes bowed, reſpectfully 
kiſſed her hand, and retired in vi- 
ſible diſorder. 


Miss THORNBY. © f 

He is gone, (ſighing) to feed ö 
on his diſappointment. — Why 
will - he thus obſtinately purſue, | 


what he never once could hope 
to obtain? My life has been com- 
poſed of fo many mortifying vi- 
ceiſſitudes, that I rejoice in the 
impoſſibility of their being ever 


18 
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I have heard that 
many people are ſo weak and 
abſurd, that rather than deſcend 
into the vale of years, they would 


repeated. 


be content to re-endure the pangs 
of diſappointment, languiſhments 
of ſickneſs, and ſtings of re- 
morſe : — but I would at this 
moment chearfully ſubmit my 
brow to wrinkles, and my bloom 
to decay, if it could recal my er- 
roneous ſteps, and cure the affec- 


tionate perverſeneſs of him that 


has juſt left me. — Indeed Miſs 
. Hinchinbrooke, I have but one 
hope of his reſtoration to hap- 


pineſs, and you muſt accom- 


MIss 
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Miss HINCHINBROOKE. 
Your ſervant, dear Miſs Thornby, 


my brother and Jare equally obliged 
to you. — I told you I thought him 
a pretty fellow, its true; — but 
if I could be brought, on due ap- 
plication, to overlook his prior at- 
tachment, I never can be quite ſo 
charitable as to court him; — and I 
am ſure the idea of courting me will 
never enter his head. 
| Miss T HOR NBY. 
Tou will treat him tenderly, 
though, my dear Miſs Hinchin- 
brooke; if he ever ſhould put 
himſelf in your power; remem- | 
ber what great things he has per- 
formed for an undeſerving and an 
un- 
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ungrateful miſtreſs 1 and then you 
can never doubt his capacity of 
endearing himſelf to the heart of 
whatever. woman he may think 
worthy his attention. 
Miss HINCHINBROOEE. 

So much for Mr. Forbes 3 — 
but I beg I never may hear any 

more of him, (ſmiling). 
| Miss THORNBY. 
A very modeſt requeſt, truly ;— 
forbear to mention the perſon I 
have ſo many obligations to. — No, 
no, Miſs Hinchinbrooke, ſo far 
from it, that I ſhall be perpe- 
tually reciting ſome generous, 
genteel, or humane action of his; 
nor do I think we can find a better 
ſubject. Whilſt 
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Whilſt affairs were thus tranſ- 
acting at Bath, after about a fort- 
night's viſit at Sir Williams's, 
Mr. Middleton acquainted his wife 
he was wanted in London 3 but 
as Ben was capable of doing the 
bulineſs, he would ſend him, ra- 
ther than they ſhould leave Bath 
ſo ſoon. Accordingly Ben fat off 
on the morrow with the chaiſe ; 
and before he reached Reading, in 
Berkſhire, he met with his former 
fellow ſervant Mrs. Betty, of noto- 
rious memory in this Hiſtory, who 
had married the carpenter, before 
mentioned. This woman was eaſily 

pre- 
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prevailed upon to accompany him 


to London, where they no ſooner 


arrived, than Ben immediately went 
to his maſter's houſe, broke open 
Mr. Middleton's cheſt of drawers, 
and robbed him in caſh to the 
amount of five hundred pounds, 
_ went off, as it was conjectured, to 
Ireland, together, and never were 
heard of more. 
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CHAP. XXVIL. 


London, the young ladies 
and Mr. Hinchinbrooke received 


an invitation from Mr. Alexander, 


to give Mr. Forbes the meeting 


at his houſe, where he had arrived 
only the preceding evening, and 
in ſuch a diſpoſition of mind, he 
added, as could not fail to render 
him acceptable with all his friends. 


They immediately obeyed the 


welcome and unexpected ſum- 


mons, and Mr. Alexander took 

great pleaſure in the unanimity of 
his gueſts. 

pg After 


W HILE Ben was gone to. 
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After dinner it was propoſed to 
walk, as Mr. Hinchinbrooke had 
a curious cornelian he wanted to 
have engraved, They amuſed 
themſelves ſome time with a va- 
riety of objects; and in their re- 
turn, paſling by the infirmary, 
dropped in to take a view of it. 

In the great room ſat an elderly 
decent appearing woman ſcraping 
lint ; ſhe juſt curtſied to them when 
they entered, and reſumed her em- 
ployment. 


Miſs Thornby extolled the ex- 
cellence of a charity that was cal- 
culated to relieve the moſt diſtreſſed 
objects. The Baths, certain, are 
equally falutary to rich and poor; 

N but 


but how many worthy individuals 
muſt languiſh out their days in diſ- 


eaſes it would infallibly relieve, 


of this happy dome? 


Ms. FORBES. 

Pray miſtreſs, - (addreſſing the old 
woman) how many miles are you 
come to take the benefit of the 
waters ? 

WOMAN. 


work for an old woman to ſeek 


though the may add to the ſatis- 


Forbes; 


Hiſtoy of SUKEY THORNBY 197 


if unacquainted with the hoſpitality - 


Alas, Sir! it is almoſt a needleſs 
addition to her declining days — 


faction of them; — I. thank the 
Almighty I am greatly recovered - — 
Oh vir? _ - Bazing intently on Mr. 
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Forbes; — that face is not un- 


known to me, though it is many 


a year ſince I had the pleaſure of 
beholding it; — but I could as ſoon 
forget my own. — Your name, Sir, 
is — Forbes! —I nurſed your little 
filter; — but ſhe was torn from 
me at the ſweeteſt age, and her 
cruel relations would never ſuffer 
me to ſee her. —Your father would 
not have treated a poor old heart in 


any ſuch manner. 
Ms. FORBES. 
Surely I recolle& ſomething of 


the matter ; — though I was only 


eight years old when my father died, 


and had not lived with him but at 
intervals from the time of his ſe- 


WOMAN. 
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WOMAN. 


No, fir ; — for if you had, you 


would never have ſuffered my little 
Sukey to have been ſo treated by her 
hard hearted family. — What is 
now become of her, heaven only 
knows; but I, her nurſe, can 
never forget her. — You, Sir, are 
but little like my maſter ; but 
ſhe was his very picture : — how 


dearly would he have loved her, 


if he had but lived to ſee her grow 
up as I did? 
3 * 

Miſs Hinchinbrooke and Miss 
Thornby had been engaged in chat 
at the other end of the room dur- 
Vor. III. . 
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ing this converſation. ; '— they now 
approached. 

WOMAN. 

: —— It cannot be ! — yet ſure 
it is. — Oh, fir, why did you 
not prepare me for ſo trying a 
fight! — Madam! — my Cukey |— 
Yes, I will be ſo bold as to call 
you mine: — the tears I ſhed for 
your loſs, and the tenderneſs with 


which I loved yo will excuſe 
the reſt, 


** 
Miſs Thornby was unable to 
comprehend one ſyllable of the 


good woman's exclamation; — and 
as 
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as the firſt attack of her aunt's 
diſorder had made a ſtrong im- 


preſſion on her mind, ſhe con- 


cluded this ſtranger was affected 


in much the ſame manner; and 0 
turned haſtily away from her with | 
apparent terror. +. VIEW, | ; 

WOMAN. x 


Be not offended, madam ! — 0 
Miſs Forbes! be not offended! — 
My heart was always a warm one 
to you; — and, when your uncle 
turned me out of doors, perfectly 
bled, at being forced to leave you 
behind. 1 A. 

Ma. FORBES. 
My dear worthy woman, (ad- 
I 2 ureſſing 
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dreſſing the nurſe, and eagerly ſeiz- 
ing Miſs Thornby's hand) it muſt 
be as you ſay, — facts may be miſ- 
taken — but names — however, re- 
collect yourſelf I beſeech you, it 
would be a moſt important diſco- 
very; — but as to this lady I can 
anſwer for her having been brought 
up in the ſame ignorance of our 
relationſhip as myſelf. | 
WOMAN. f 
Lord bleſs her, ſhe is her fa- 
ther's own face; — the Iriſhman, 
as Middleton called him ; but it 
is no matter what country we are 
of, if we were all as worthy, hu- 
mane and honeſt as he was; — 
dont 
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dont you remember your father, 
Sir? — 
Ms. ALEXANDER. 

I do, however, — and was ſtruck 
with this lady's reſemblance of 
him the firſt moment I beheld her; 
how happy I am that I ſhould fo 
inſtinctively, as it were, have at- 
tached myſelf to my beloved friend's 
amiable offspring. 

Ma. FORBES. 

My ſweet, my. deareſt ſiſter, (em- 
bracing: her) can we ever ſufficiently 
adore the graciouſneſs of provi- 
dence, in preventing our union? 
How have I laboured to ſubvert its 
awſul-decrees, from ſa ppoſing my- 

I 3 ſelf 
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ſelf wiſer than the ſupreme judge 
of the univerſe! — Had my pre- 
ſumption incurred its due puniſh- 
ment, this day that now tunes 
our hearts to the higheſt felicity, 
would have involved us in the 
moſt com plieate wretchedneſs ! — 
but your innocence, virtue and in- 
tegrity, have been peculiarly fa- 
voured, — But ſurely our relations 
were highly to blame to expoſe 
us to the danger of ſo unnatural a 
connexion ; — they hated the me- 
mory of our father, with ſo much 
inveteracy, that they never be- 
ſtowed a thought on his ſurvivors: 
and I ſuppoſe were ſo exceedingly 
US . 
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hardened, as not even to ſtart at 
the name of Forbes! nor once re- 
collect your right to it, 

| „ # „ * 


The nurſe was now indulged to 
the utmoſt in careſſing her favou- 
rite, nor would they part with her 
for the reſt of the day. 

Mr. F idea, in the overflowings 
of his heart, made many excellent 
reflections on their extraordinary 


adventure — and, forgetting ſome 
little ceremony was due to Mifs: 
Hinchinbrooke,' from the ſhortneſs 
of their acquaintance, kiſſed her 
hand ſeveral times with the utmoſt 
— 
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RE WOMAN, 
Bleſs his heart, how fond my 
young maſter and that good hu- 


moured lady are of each other ?— 
#* # „ „ 


3 was pretty evident that 
Miſe Fhachindonoks was not the 
leaſt happy perſon in the com- 
. 
The young lady bluſhed, and 
would have withdrawn the hand 
Mr. F orbes then held; but he 
declared he would not be pu- 
niſhed for an involuntary fault; 
for chat, if circumſtances had not 


impoſed his ſiſter on him, in a 
falſe 
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falſe light, ſhe, (Miſs Hinchin- 
brooke) was the only lady that 
would have ſtruck his fancy and 
engaged his attachment. — Mr. 
Hinchinbrooke and Miſs Thornby 
warmly encouraged it ; and Mr. 

Forbes made ſtrong love to Miſs 
Hinchinbrooke, in the full face of 
the company. 


> "ESE EEE Ea 


— 


Miss T HORN Bx. 
My brother ! — my much eſ- 
teemed, my valuable brother! — 


1 Shen; _— = SwSs 22 * 
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this is the only, though moſt un- 
expected, event that could have 
rendered us all happy; — and that 
good woman, the inſtrument, the 
diſcoverer of ſo much felicity, ſhall 

I'5 bence- 
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henceforth be our care; — ſhe was 
tay ſecond, my moſt uſeful parent ; 
nor ſhall ſhe ever receive any other 
— from mer 


„ deer | 

211 returned home in the even- 
ing to the ſarpriſe and Joy of Sir 
William and his lady, who dwelt 
much on the mercy, the loving 
kindneſs of providence. 

It was reſolved that as Mrs. 
Middleton's memory and intelle&s 
were ſo impared, ſor the loſs of her 
daughter, ſhe ſhould not be per- 


plexed with an account of the 
matter; — but Mr. Middleton both 
com prehended and felt the impro- 

priety 
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priety of his own, and his wife's 
conduct. 
| Mz. MIDDLETON. 

Pride and ambition, i blinded us to 
every other conſideration, and the poor. 
child's ruin had nearly been the 
conſequence. — Oh, Sir William ! 

what is human nature, or what the 
poſſeſſion of frail mortality, that 
we ſhould ever be ſo much miſled 
by the imaginary dignity of the 
one, or deluded by the vanity of 
the vther? 

Sin WILLIAM. 

The world, and all the good: 
things it contains, if properly con- 
fidered, are invaluable bleſſings; 
EY 16 but 
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but it is their perverſion and abuſe 
that render them our bane. Our 
appetites, inclinations, nay fancies, 
may very innocently be gratified 
under certain regulations, and be- 


come moral inſtruments of cha- 
rity and benevolence. | 
Hunger and thirſt, by being felt 
and allayed in ourſelves, teaches 
us to remember the hel pleſs and 
the needy ; our wiſhes, whether 
indulged, oppoſed, or reſtrained, 
equally ſerve to give us an idea of 
| fGimilar operations in the breaſt of 


our neighbour; and incite us to 
the obſervance of that heavenly 
maxim, of doing as we would be 
: | done 


— 
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done by; and the flights of fancy 
are of no leſs utility to the well 
tuned ſoul. No-limits can check 
its career; no acquiſition ſuppreſs 
it by fatiety ; — and we have a 
kind of fore-taſte by this enthu- 
ſiaſtic flame, of things infinitely 
above the narrow ſpot we tread ; 
but when, by a kind of infernal. 
infatuation, all theſe paſſions ter- 
minate in ſelf, we. become little 
inferior to the beaſts that pe- 
riſh. 
# #%* 2 # 

It was no eaſy matter to re- 
ſtrain the good nurſe's reſentment 
againſt the Middletons, within due 

bounds : 
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bounds : = the poſſeſſed a heart 
replete with. goodneſs,” and all 
amiable _ benevolence, though in 
this inſtance they were almoſt ex- 
extinguiſhed. — 80 imperfect are 

the beſt of mortals ; ſhe was for 

reading Judgments in every mis- 
fortune they had ſuſtained ; and 
though on Sir William's -obſerva- 
tions, in order to make her ſen- 
fible of her folly and preſumption, 
ſhe was filent, ſhe was alſo uncon- 
vinced. 


Mr. F orbes was now as earneſt 
to promote, as ever he had been 
to retard, Miſs Thornby's nup- 
tuals, (for as that lady was ſo 


ſoon 
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ſoon to change her name, the 


thought it unneceſſary to aſſume 


a new one); and in the mean 
time rendered himſelf fo ac- 
ceptable with Sir William and 
Lady Hinchinbrooke, that they 
were as willing to receive him 
for a ſon, as Miſs Thornby 
for a daughter ; but Miſs Hinch- 
inbrooke was not quite fo ſoon- 
won. 

She infiſted on it, that Mr. 
Forbes ſhould: begin a formal ad- 
dreſs, and proceed with regu- 


larity through every ſtep, before 


he ever obtained the favour of 
her hand; but however ſhe might 
| prevail 


208 Taz. NIE CE;. Os,” THE” | 


prevail in delaying the hour of 
their union, ſhe found it im- 
poſlible to throw him to a diſ- 
tance; — he attended her where- 
ever ſhe went with the confidence 
of an old approved and eſtabliſhed 
humble ſervant; and defended his 
ground with fo much polite 
humour, that though ſhe fre- 
quently took great pains to. frown, 
it generally ended in a ſmile of 
approbation. 

The time of mourning expired, 
and Mr. and Mrs. Middleton as 
far recovered in their healths as 
could poſſibly be expected, they 
* returned to London, and were 


enter- 
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entertained at Sir William's houſe, 
until the families were united to 
their utmoſt wiſh. Never pee- 
ple ſet out with a fairer proſpect 
of felicity, than theſe young gen- 
tlemen and ladies, as they had 


attained the ſummit by their ad- 


herence to virtue, and were in no 
danger of forfeiting it by the * 
poſite conduct. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jacomb were 
added to the worthy circle, and 
their mutual intercourſe was ſuch 
as reaſon, nn and e p 
dictated. 


Vet, amidſt this harmony, a 


momentary cloud, in thought, 
made its — to a heart 
at 7 ever 


— 2 — 
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entertained at Sir William” 8 houſe, 
until the families were united to 

their utmoſt . with. Never peo- 
ple ſet out with a fairer proſpect 
of felicity, than theſe young gen- 
tlemen and ladies, as they had 
attained the ſummit by their ad- 
herenee to virtue, and were in no 


danger of forfeiting it by the op- 
polite conduct. h 

Mr. and Mrs. Jacomb were 
added to the worthy circle, and 
their mutual intercourſe was ſuch 
as reaſon, an and friendſhip 
dictated. 

Vet, amidſt this harmony, a 
momentary cloud, in thought, 
made its appearance to a heart 
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ever replete with beneficence. As 
Mr. Forbes was taking his morn- 
ing's ride, by mere accident he 
met the unhappy Mrs. Bamp- 
field, who, upon her addrefling 
him, expreſſed herſelf thus. 

Though I have had my failings, 
fir, I am not an abandoned 
wretch ** my vices, it is true, 
grew from a love of gaiety and 
extravagance, which, with the loſs 
of my mother's aſſiſtance, have re- 
duced me to circumſtances, until 
lately, I have ever been a ſtranger to. 
You ſee, Mrs. Bampfield, the 
conſequences attendant on a life of 
diſſipation; not one of the vicious. 
or ae in "ug 22 have 
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eſcaped ; they have all terminated 
in the ſtricteſt ſenſe of poetical 
juſtice; and I am ſorry to remark, 
that you yourſelf are a melancholy 
inſtance of the truth. But do not 
deſpair; — the ſame power that has 
depreſſed, is able to raiſe thee again: 
from henceforth tread in the paths, 
of prudence, and you ſhall not want. 
She fell upon her knees, - we part 
ed; — and, greatly to my ſatisfac- 
tion, I left her in better circum-. 
ances than when we met. 
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